Tuolumne County
2019 Crop Report
100 Years in the Making
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Our Story:
October 23, 1919. Thirty-two county Farm Bureaus met at California’s College of Agriculture in Berkeley to create the California Farm
Bureau Federation. The purpose of the federation was to find solutions for farmers and ranchers facing issues and to promote family
farms and ranches and hold each county responsible for creating an annual crop report of their agriculture production for the year. This
created the beginning of the crop report for Tuolumne County. Since 1919, Tuolumne County has been a on a bit of a journey, but our
story starts much before then.
Cattle and gold first brought immigrants into our county, but it was quickly recognized the land had much more to offer. One of the
first gardens established in Tuolumne County can be credited to William S. Smart. William planted his roots in the summer of 1849
along Big Oak Flat Road (now under Don Pedro Reservoir). He was looking for a place of beauty with rich soil, plenty of water and saw
a demand from miners for a good meal at the end of their long days. He put seeds down for a basic vegetable crop and later brought
in citrus from the east coast. In the beginning, William would charge miners $2.50 a plate ($84.39 in today’s standards). Word of his
garden (Smarts Garden) got out and soon became an attraction for people statewide. Smarts Garden attracted all walks of life, including
the Governor of California, for its lush vegetable crops and for being the pioneer of having fruit in this part of the state, such as: apples,
peaches, pears, cherries, plums, apricots, etc.. After seeing the success of Smarts Garden, some miners decided to switch career paths
and do some planting of their own, helping blossom the agriculture industry in Tuolumne County.
Apples:
Since crop production began in Tuolumne County, apples have always been a hit. By 1858, 16,000 apple trees had reached Tuolumne
County. During this time, peaches were also a popular crop planted (24,000 trees in 1858), but farmers had realized apples had a longlasting nature and survived well during their travels to Bodie or Stockton, making them the superior fruit.
Once apple orchards became well established, farmers started to get creative with their uses. The Abbott Ranch found a niche market
with Lady Apples. These apples are small in size and get a unique pink color only when grown in the local climate. Lady Apples
became popular for being used as decorations and were being shipped to places like Hawaii, the Philippines, Japan and China. By 1949,
90% of the worlds Lady Apple supply came from Tuolumne County.
The Macomber Brothers were the first in the state to make a cider with their apples. Their orchard was located where Sonora High
School stands today. They became popular for their ‘champagne’ apple cider, but the recipe was lost when the last brother died. Frank
Ralph had an apple orchard in Soulsbyville and in 1908 built a packing house by the Sugar Pine Railroad, making him a pioneer for
produce transportation in the area.
From 1910-1912, Frank, Ralph and Alonzo Elsbree attended the Watsonville Apple Show as representatives for Tuolumne County.
Tuolumne was successful at the show each of these years, however, in 1912, the county growers won 63 awards for their outstanding
apples.
In 1925, the crop report stated there were 30 apple growers, with 100 varieties being grown in Tuolumne County. In the late 1920s,
things took a turn. Word War I put a stop to mining, the Depression hit and to top it off PG&E had made water prices unaffordable
for farmers. Throughout the years, the apple market continued to have its ups and downs and some of the original orchards were
converted to subdivisions (Gibbs Ranch, Apple Valley Estates and the Ponderosa Hills subdivision). But not all was lost. Where Frank
Ralph’s orchard once stood, Covers Apple Ranch is continuing to grow apples. Indigeny Reserve bought land with apple trees dating
back to the early 1900s and farms it to this day. These producers carry on an agricultural legacy over 100 years strong.
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Cattle:
Cattle production in Tuolumne County shares a history with many of the other local industries. The discovery of gold in the late 1840’s
propelled Americans into the California Territory and the cattle industry boomed in order to supply the Miners and new residents with
meat. By the 1860s, cattlemen established summer ranges for themselves on much of the meadowland in the high Sierras.
These new Cattlemen found an ideal terrain on which they could grow their herds. Low country which provided them with open range
lands. Mid and higher country which had ideal pasture and meadows for grazing during summer. This pattern of rotating cattle up
and down throughout the seasons has persisted to this day. However, the methods have changed as the cattle are hauled by truck and
trailer as opposed to driven through public roads. Many of the original cabins and base camps are still in use dating back to the 1800’s.
From these camps the cattlemen can herd their stock from pasture to pasture; making sure to make the most of the summer months
before winter sets in.
Cattle production remains one of the largest agricultural industries in Tuolumne County. Many families still run ranches and cattle
operations that help support and maintain the local economy.
Timber:
Alongside many of the industries of Tuolumne County, development in the timber industry was sparked by the gold rush. During
that time, lumber was used for the construction of gold mining devices such as; the sluice box, flumes, rockers, mine shafts, camps, etc.
Demand continued to expand for the construction of towns and settlements, such as Sonora in 1848, where planks were cut by hand
with whipsaws. Methods used at this time only allowed the production of a few thousand board feet per day, until 1850, when steam
powered sawmills were created. It didn’t take long before there where over 10 mills operating in the county, supplied by timber harvest
from numerous logging camps.
As technology grew, so did the timber industry. By 1856, 24 sawmills were in the county worth an average of $375,000 (over 11
million in today’s standards). 10 water powered and 14 steam powered. Late in the 1800’s a network of Railways replaced the need for
logging camps and wagon shipments. The railways also provided an avenue for export and further expanded timber production to
over 15 million board feet by the early 1900’s. The majority of production was conducted at Standard Lumber Company and the West
Side Lumber Company (originally named West Side Flume and Lumber Company in the town of Carters, later renamed Tuolumne).
The 1925 crop report stated that the lumber mill in Standard won gold medals in every lumber class and door class exhibited at the
California State Fair for four consecutive years. Over the course of the 1900’s mills would exchange hands frequently and feel the effects
of the end of the mining industry and the Great Depression. By the early 1960s, roads in the counties were improved to the point where
commercial trucking became possible and the railroads serving the mills cease operations. A fire at the West Side Lumber Company
brought an end to production in Tuolumne City, but Standard Lumber Company lives on under Sierra Pacific Industries. Today, the
Timber industry holds strong again, known for its high-quality timber and sending products to places such as Mexico and Indonesia.
Turkeys:
In the 1925 Tuolumne County Crop Report, there were 35,000 turkeys recorded. During the war years, over 200,000 birds were
produced in Tuolumne County with the mild foothill climate being perfect for the birds. Most of these were on small family farms, like
Ernest Bottini. While Jack Diestel was in high school, he worked for uncle Ernest on his farm, sparking Jack’s joy of turkey farming.
In 1949, Jack started his own turkey operation and turkey production jumped to over 300,000 birds by the middle of the century for
the county. An article written in 1948 made a prediction that turkey raising would become one of the most important industries for
Tuolumne County and that could not have been more true. Jack’s dream holds strong to this day and the Diestel name is carried on by
his grandchildren and son. As of 2019, Turkey production came in at around 280,000 and represents a significant portion of the county’s
agricultural production. This contributes to Tuolumne’s ranking of 11th out of the 55 Counties of California by Poultry production.

“My dad always said, I could
do something else, but I cannot
imagine doing anything else.” Matt
Armstrong, Armstrong Logging
- Family-owned logging company
that specializes in logging,
thinning, chipping, and hazard
tree removal.
Black and white photo courtesy of Tuolumne County Historical Society.
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Fruits and Vegetables
Tree and Vine Crop

Vegetable Crops

Total
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Year
2018

Acres
203

Total
$313,977

2019

221

$354,345

2018

15

$335,600

2019

15

$324,850

2018

218

$649,577

2019

236

$679,195

Apiary and Nursery
Apiary Products

Nursery Products

Total

Year
2018
2019

Includes honey, pollen,
bees wax, and pollination
fees

2018

Includes Christmas Trees

Total
$113,000
$104,800
$151,700

2019

$143,600

2018

$264,700

2019

$248,400

“Tuolumne County is one of the last bastions of freedom and
free thought in California and it is where we choose to take our
stand.” Samuel Raymond Santry, Sweet Water Farm & Ranch
LLC – Pigs, Goats, Seeds & and Honey
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Field Crops
Hay

Irrigated Pasture

Rangeland

Total
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Year
2018

Acreage Per Acres Total
560
1.2
672

Unit
Ton

$/Unit
$116.00

Total
$78,000

2019

560

Ton

$125.00

$140,000

2018

1121

Acre

$120.00

$134,520

2019

1121

Acre

$120.00

$134,520

2018

200000

Acre

$17.10

$3,420,000

2019

200000

Acre

$17.07

$3,414,000

2

1120

2018

$3,632,520

2019

$3,688,520

Black and white photo courtesy of Tuolumne County Historical Society.

Livestock and Poultry Products
Item
Miscellaneous Products

Year
2018

Total
$133,300

(wool, eggs, hides, manure)

2019

$137,800
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Livestock
Item

Year

Calves

Slaughter Cattle

Total Cattle

Sheep and Lambs

Total
Weight
67589

Unit

$/Unit

Total

2018

Number
of Head
8610

CWT

$125.00

$8,448,600

2019

7310

53217

CWT

$132.00

$7,024,600

2018

520

6505

CWT

$75.00

$487,900

2019

367

5020

CWT

$58.90

$295,700

2018

$8,936,500

2019

$7,320,300

2018

1200

1668

CWT

$186.00

$310,200

2019

1100

1370

CWT

$146.00

$199,900

Other Livestock
and Poultry

2018

$11,485,300

2019

$12,121,200

Total

2018

$20,732,000

2019

$19,641,400

“All my formative years were spent here. I
graduated from school here. I have put so
much time and effort into our ranch here.
Why wouldn’t I call this home.” Dick
Gaiser, Gaiser Cattle – Cow/Calf and
Beef Cattle
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Timber
Year
Public and Private 2018
Forests
2019
Fuel Wood

Other

Unit
KBF

$/Unit
$200.00

Total
$10,073,400

39400

KBF

$147.60

$5,824,302

2018

$1,050,000

2019

$1,200,000

2018

Total

Board Feet
50367

co-gen plant fuel,
chips, etc.

$4,368,798

2019

$9,615,732

2018

$15,492,198

2019

$16,640,034

Comparison of Agricultural Values
$50,000,000
2014

$45,000,000

2018
$40,000,000
2013

2019

2017

2015
2016

$35,000,000
$30,000,000

2011

2012

$25,000,000
$20,000,000
$15,000,000
$10,000,000
$5,000,000
$0

VALUE EXCULDING TIMBER

TOTAL VALUE
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Summary
2018
$649,577

2019
$679,195

$3,632,520

$3,688,520

Apiary and Nursery
Products
Livestock and Poultry

$264,700

$248,400

$20,732,000

$19,641,400

Livestock and Poultry
Products
Subtotal

$133,300

$137,800

$25,412,097

$24,395,314

Timber Harvested

$15,492,198

$16,640,034

Total

$40,904,295

$41,035,348

Miscellaneous Fruit and
Vegetables
Field Crops

PERCENTAGES OF TOTAL AG PRODUCTION
LIVESTOCK AND
POULTRY PRODUCTS
0.3%
TIMBER HARVESTED
40%
LIVESTOCK AND
POULTRY
48%

APIARY AND NURSERY FIELD CROPS
0.7%
9.3%

MISC. FRUIT AND
VEGETABLES
1.7%

“I was speaking to Martin Reynolds one day and he told me
that the apple ranch is a beacon of fun in Tuolumne County,
‘we can’t lose it.’ To hear that from a man I didn’t even know
had even visited the ranch – that really stuck with me.” Jesse
Cover, Cover’s Apple Ranch
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AGRICULTURAL TRENDS BY CATEGORY
$47,500,000
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MISC. F&V
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APIARY/NURSERY

LIVESTOCK/POULTRY

LIVESTOCK/POULTRY PRODUCTS

TIMBER HARVESTED

2018

2019

TOTAL
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ANNUAL SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL REPORT
PEST EXCLUSION
PEST

PATHWAY

Gypsy Moth, Pine Shoot
Moth, Red Imported Fire
Ant, Nematode
Glassy-Winged
Sharpshooter

Household
Goods and via Truck
Incoming Plant
Material

SHIPMENTS
INSPECTED
REJECTED
32

0

65

0

PEST DETECTION
Tuolumne County maintains the following Pest Detection Traps
Glassy Winged
110
Japanese Beetle
Sharpshooter
Gypsy Moth
210
Light Brown Apple
Moth
Melon, Mexican,
11
Mediterranean and
Oriental Fruit Flies

21
104

PEST ERADICATION
PEST
Oblong Spurge

MECHANISM
Chemical control

SCOPE OF PROGRAM
1 sites

Skeletonweed

Chemical control

5 sites

Canada Thistle
Perennial Pepperweed

Chemical control
Monitor

2 sites
7 sites

Scotch and Spanish Broom

Hwy 120 corridor

Scotch Thistle

Chemical and
Mechanical control
Chemical Control

Spotted Knapweed

Monitor

8 sites

Dyer’s Woad

Monitor

1 site

1 site

A special thanks to Tuolumne County Historical Society and Tuolumne
County Archives for their contribution of information and pictures to
this year’s crop report.
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CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKETS
SONORA CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET
Saturdays, 7:30am-11:30am
May thru October
Theall and Stewart Street, Sonora
NUMBER OF CERTIFIED PRODUCERS, 18
PEACEFUL VALLEY FARMERS MARKET
Fridays, 4:00pm-8:00pm
January thru December
Peaceful Valley Road, Sonora
NUMBER OF CERTIFIED PRODUCERS, 7
ORGANIC PROGRAM
REGISTERED ORGANIC PRODUCERS* 6
TOTAL ACREAGE, 1,027
*Includes turkeys, apples, eggs, mixed vegetables, microgreens and cattle

Tuolumne County Department of Agriculture
2019 Annual Crop Report - Agricultural Staff
Kelle Schroeder
Agricultural Commissioner
Jessica Baker
Agricultural Biologist I
Dawson Lawrence
Agricultural Biologist I
Roberta Shields
Administrative Technician
Ron Anderson
USDA Wildlife Services Specialist
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