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Standing Strong, Together
In March 2020, the Coronavirus Pandemic struck California and the world,
and as of the fall of 2021, we are still in its throes. Overnight Agricultural
Operators and their employees became “Essential Workers” in the eyes
of the government. What people do not understand is that they were
essential long before the pandemic.
In 2019, California’s agricultural exports totaled $21.7 billion in value.
California’s Agricultural Industry feeds not only California but the rest
of the United States along with many other countries. Over a third of the
country’s vegetables and two-thirds of the country’s fruits and nuts are
grown in California. Japan and South Korea were the top 2 destinations for
U.S. beef exports in 2020.
With the closing of the economy due to the Pandemic, many people
lost their jobs. Food insecurity reached levels not seen since the Great
Depression. People lined up for hours in their cars and on foot at Food
Banks to feed their families. California farmers and ranchers stepped
up to the plate. Farmers were donating lettuce, berries, oranges, melons
and even avocados. Thousands of pounds of turkeys were donated at
Thanksgiving. Not only did our local food banks assist our residents,
but they also helped our local farmers and ranchers feed their livestock.
Outdated foods and fresh produce on the verge of spoiling were provided
to livestock owners who needed assistance.
Throughout the pandemic, Tuolumne County farmers have stayed the
course and have participated at our local certified farmer’s markets to
provide fresh produce for our residents. Tuolumne County ranchers
continued to raise and sell cattle. Our 4-H and FFA members raised beef,
sheep, swine, meat goats and meat rabbits that were sold to local families
at the Virtual Auction for the Junior Livestock Exhibitors at the Mother
Lode Fair.
Although just a drop in the bucket for California, Tuolumne County’s
Agriculture production was valued at $37million in 2020. Our Tuolumne
County family farms and ranches are crucial to our local economy and we
appreciate that they help to feed our residents and California.

Fruits & Vegetables
Tree & Vine
Crops

Vegetable Crops

Totals

YEAR

ACRES

Total

2019

221

$354,345

2020

198

$312,118

2019

15

$324,850

2020

12

$290,106

2019

236

$679,195

2020

210

$602,224

Apiary & Nursery

ITEM
Apiary Products

YEAR
2019

Includes Honey,
Pollen, Bees Wax, and
Pollination Fees

2020
Nursery Products

Total

2019

TOTAL
$104,800

$52,610
Includes Christmas
Trees

$143,600

2020

$529,400

2019
2020

$248,400
$582,000

Field Crops

CROP

YEAR

ACREAGE

Hay

2019

Irrigated
Pasture

AMOUNT

$/UNIT

TOTAL

560

PER
ACRE
$2.00

1120

$140,000

2020

352

$1.50

528

$125.00/
Ton
$130.00/
Ton

2019

1,121

$134,520

2020

854

$120.00/
Acre
$170.00/
Acre

Rangeland 2019

200,000

2020 333,251*

Total

2019
2020

$17.07/
Acre
$16.40/
Acre

$68,640

$145,180

$3,414,000
$5,465,316

$3,688,520
$5,679,136
*including grazing permits on Federal Forest Service land

Timber
COMMODITY

YEAR

UNIT

$/UNIT

TOTAL

2019

BOARD
FEET
39,400

Public And
Private Forest

MBF

$147.60

$5,824,302

2020

40,775

MBF

129.35

$5,274,246

Fuel Wood

2019
2020

Other

2019

Total

$1,200,000
$2,540,636*
(Co-gen
plant fuel,
Chips,
etc.)

$9,615,732

2020

$5,163,019

2019
2020

16,640,034
$12,977,901
*including fuel wood on Federal Forest Service land
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Livestock and Poultry Products
PRODUCT
Miscellaneous Products
(wool, eggs, hides, manure)

YEAR
2019

TOTAL
$137,800

2020

$162,050

With no fair, how did the livestock auction go?
When the Mother Lode Fair cancelled on May 11, 2020, most of the Junior Livestock
exhibitors had already purchased and been working with their projects for months. Some
exhibitors wouldn’t be able to get their projects sold on their own and needed the Fair’s
auction. I had been working on a contingency plan for a Virtual Auction to have in the
event we got to the point of cancelling. A plan was submitted and accepted by the Fair
Board that would allow us to get the animals on grounds and auctioned, while following
State and Local Health Department guidelines. There was a concern that the kids may
not get enough for their projects to break even; in order to give the exhibitors the best
chance at that, we decided to include add-on bids as part of the format. We knew lots of
our buyers were business owners who had been shut down for months and warned the
exhibitors not to expect the prices we’d seen at past auctions. The Fair provided them
with the buyers mailing list from 2019 and also launched an online marketing campaign on
Facebook for any who chose to submit their letter and pictures to us.
The exhibitors were given drop-off appointments for their projects over a 2-day period with
judges standing by at the scale to make sure everything was market ready before it was
weighed. We opened the Virtual Auction on Friday about 3 PM and started closing the lots,
one at a time, on Sunday morning, so bidding was open for roughly 36 hours. The add-on
bids stayed open for another week.
We had to run the entire Livestock Department with a skeleton crew. There were no
exhibitors allowed on grounds, which meant that I had a team of volunteers that were
helping to feed and care for the animals. I had a separate smaller team dedicated to
the auction itself - making sure every exhibitor was getting bids and monitoring for any
problems. The Fair’s Auctioneer, Travis Johnson, worked with me to set the opening bids,
even coming up from Oakdale every day during the auction and working with us in the
office, recording videos to post on Facebook to keep the focus on the auction and the work
we had to do for the kids.
In the end, we sold 133 lots (beef, sheep, swine, meat goats and meat rabbits). The final
total on the Virtual Auction was $261,360 with total add-ons of $101,055 for a grand total
of $362,415. The community’s generosity far exceeded what we had expected. We had
a mix of our regular buyers, some new buyers, as well as a few buyers we hadn’t seen
in years who came back. Some buyers who were unsuccessful in purchasing an animal
contacted the Fair Office, and those buyers went on to place an add-on bid on every
exhibitor in the auction.
-Kim Helmbold, Mother Lode Fair Livestock Superintendent

COMMODITY

NUMBER TOTAL
OF HEAD WEIGHT
2019
7310
53217
2020
6300
42201

UNIT

Slaughter Cattle

2019
2020

CWT
CWT

Total Cattle

2019
2020

Sheep and Lambs

2019
2020

Other Livestock
and Poultry

2019

$12,121,200

2020

$11,992,145

2019
2020

$19,641,400
$17,823,645

Calves

Total

YEAR

Livestock
367
610

5020
6687

CWT
CWT

$/UNIT

TOTAL

$132.00 $7,024,600
$124.00 $5,232,900
$58.90
$69.40

$295,700
$464,100
$7,320,300
$5,697,000

1100
1100

1370
1403

CWT
CWT

$146.00
$160.00

$199,900
$224,500

Summary

COMMODITY
Livestock & Poultry
Timber Harvested
Field Crops
Miscellaneous Fruit &
Vegetables
Apiary & Nursery Products
Livestock & Poultry Products
Total

2020
$17,823,645
$12,977,901
$5,679,136
$602,224

2019
$19,641,400
$16,640,034
$3,688,520
$679,195

$582,000
$162,050
$37,826,956

$248,400
$137,800
$41,035,348

Percentages of Total Ag Production
LIVESTOCK AND
POULTRY PRODUCTS
0.3%
TIMBER
HARVESTED
34%

LIVESTOCK AND
POULTRY
47%

FIELD CROPS
9.3%
APIARY AND
NURSERY
0.7%

MISC. FRUIT AND VEGETABLES
APIARY AND NURSERY
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS

MISC. FRUIT AND
VEGETABLES
1.7%

FIELD CROPS
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY
TIMBER HARVESTED

How were food donations affected at ATCAA?
Last year we experienced a huge increase in the need from our community towards the
beginning of the pandemic. We saw more clients than we did on average during the first few
months of 2020, but then we saw a rapid decline. Whether this was because of the stay-athome orders, or simply out of fear, I cannot say. But after a few short months, we saw our
numbers slowly begin to return to normal. What I do know, is that our donors really stepped
up to the plate during this time. While our physical donations slowed down, our monetary
donations began to increase. This allowed us to purchase foods by the pallet, which in
turn allowed us to get them at a much cheaper price than the average consumer can. We
even saw local organizations and foundations matching some of our (monetary) donations
that we received. We also received funding from the state to assist us in purchasing new
equipment, as well as personal protective equipment (PPE). We even received additional
PPE directly from our county. Those dollars we received were spent in ways to help ensure
the safety of all our staff/volunteers, as well as our clients. Through all of this, we have
streamlined many of our processes, and found new ways to keep pushing forward. We have
moved our distributions to an outside drive-thru model so to speak; we plan to continue
operating in this mode until further notice, as it really seems to be working more efficiently
this way.
- Joe Tobin, Food Bank Director, Amador Tuolumne Coummunity Action Agency

Agriculture Trends By Category
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Annual Sustainable Agriculture Report
Pest Eradication
Pest
Barb Goatgrass (Aegilops triuncialis)
Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
Dyer’s Woad (Isatis tinctoria)
Iberian Starthistle (Centairea iberica)
Klamath Weed (Hypericum
perforatum)
Oblong Spurge (Euphorbia oblongata)
Prennial Pepperweed (Lepidium
latiolium)
Purple Starthistle (Centaurea
calcitrapa)
Russian Knapweed (Centaurea repens)
Scotch Thistle (Onopordum
acanthium)
Skeleton Weed (Chondrilla juncea)
Smooth Distaff Thistle (Carthamus
baeticus)
Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea
maculosa)
White Horsenettle (Solanum
elaeagnifolium)

Mechanism
Chemical Control
Chemical Control
Monitor
Chemical Control
Chemical Control

Scope of Program
3 sites
2 sites
1 site
2 sites
4 sites

Chemical Control
Monitor

14 sites
22 sites

Chemical Control

1 site

Chemical Control
Chemical Control

1 site
1 site

Chemical Control
Chemical Control

6 sites
10 sites

Monitor

8 sites

Chemical Control

1 site

Pest Detection
Pest
Mediterranean, Melon,
Mexican & Oriental Fuit Flies
Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter
Gypsy Moth
Japanese Beetle
Ligh Brown Apple Moth

Traps
11

Host Crop
Fruit Trees

110
210
21
104

Nurseries/Urban Areas
Shade Trees
Turf & Roses
Ornamental/Commercial
Crops

Pest Exlusion
Pest Exlusion

Pathway

Gypsy Moth, Pine Shoot
Moth, Red Imported Fire
Ant, Nematode
Glassy-Winged
Sharpshooter

Household Goods
and via Truck
Incoming Plant
Material

Shipments
Inspected
19

Rejected

43

0

0

Certified Farmers’ Markets
SONORA CERTIFIED FARMERS’ MARKET
Saturdays, 7:30am - 11:30 am
May - October
On the corner of Theall and Stewart Street, Sonora
PEACEFUL VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET
Fridays, 4:00pm - 8:00 pm
May - October
Peaceful Valley Road, Sonora
NUMBER OF CERTIFIED PRODUCERS: 11

Organic Program
NUMBER OF ORGANIC REGISTERED PRODUCERS*: 5
*Includes turkeys, apples, eggs, and mixed vegetables

TOTAL ACERAGE: 1,044

