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I. JURIS DICT ION PRO FIL E

CITY OF SONORA

The C it y o f S onora lies along the west ern slope of the S ierra Nev ada Mo untains in the heart of

C alifornia’s gold countr y. The C it y was incorpo rated in 1851 and serves as the count y se at for

Tuolumne C ount y. S onora is the onl y incorpor ated cit y within the C ounty. S onora was named

after th e miners from S o nora, Mex ico who s ettled the C it y in 1848. W hile gold mining was the

driving forc e o f the C it y, it quickl y evolv ed into t he comme rcial, gov ernm ent and cultural cente r

for the r e gion that it is toda y. Man y of the C it y’ s ex isting buildings, esp eciall y in its Historic

Business District, still date back to the 1800’s,  attracting thousands o f touri sts annuall y.

Accordin g to the United S tates C ensus Bur eau, S onora has a total a rea of 3.1 square miles (8.0

km2 ), 99.55% of it is land and 0.45% of it is wat er. As of the 2010 censu s, the C it y population

was 4,903, up from 4,42 3 at the 2000 census. H owever, the C it y has ex perienc ed a s l i g h t  de cline

in population over the past f ew  yea rs.

The C it y C ouncil is th e le gislative bod y of t he C it y of S onora and is char ged with the

responsibilit y of gov ern ing the C it y. The C ouncil establishes policies to guide the va rious

municipal functions of the C it y. The C it y Admi nistrator is responsible for managin g all of the

C it y’s oper ations and de partments.
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II. PL ANNI NG PROCE S S

A. DMA 2000 Req u ire men ts

DMA Req u ire men ts An open public involvement process is essential to  the development of

§201.6(b ) an d an eff ective plan.  In orde r to develop a mor e com prehensive  approa ch

§201.6(c)(1 ): to reducin g the e ffe cts of  natural disasters, the pla nning pro cess shall 

include:

(1) An opportunit y for th e public to comment on the plan durin g the 

draftin g sta ge and p rior t o plan approval;

(2) An opportunit y for n e ighborin g communities, local and r e gional 

agencies involved in haz ard mitigation a ctivities, and a gen cies that have the 

authorit y to r e gulate  development, as well as  businesses, acad emia and 

other privat e and non -profit interests to be inv olved in the planning process;

and

(3) R eview an d incorpor ation, if appropriate, o f e x isting plans, studies, 

reports, and te chnical inf ormation.

The plan shall document  the planning pro cess use d to develop the plan, 

including how it was pr e pared, who  was involved  in the process, and

how the public was involved.

B .          Plan  Dev elop men t an d  Pu b lic In p u t Proc ess/Cou n tyw id e E lemen ts

Volume 1 is the master planning document whi ch contains all elements applicable to the C ount y of

Tuolumne and each of the 22 individual jurisdictions.  Plan development commenced with a review and

revision of the updated 2013 Haz ard Mitigation P lan.   Each of the participating jurisdictions participated

full y in the  mitigation plan update.

A news r elease was d eve loped and issued and inf ormative letters w ere s en t out to communit y grou ps and

neighborin g ju risdictions inviting public partici pation.  A H az ard Mitigation P lanning Group w as

co nstructed with repr esent atives from all involved jurisdictions and communit y stakeholders.  P lannin g

group meetin gs we re h eld which ex plained the pro c ess that was goin g to b e t aken to construct the ne w

plan , review ed haz ards o f co ncern and haz ard rankin gs, an d ex plained the ris ks and vulnerabilit y to the

communities’ people, buildings and infrastru cture.   Mitigation goals, objecti ves and actions were

discussed a nd reviewed thorou ghl y with all planning group members until concurren ce was reach ed.  A

capabilit y a ssessment and action plan were dev eloped to e nsure mitigation actions were realistic and

attainabl e an d to assign fundin g sour c es and responsibilit y fo r  each propos ed a ctivit y.
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After the MJ HMP Planning Group Membe rs, their respective jurisdictions, and Tuolumne

C ount y Office of Emer genc y S ervic es were all satisfied with the newl y updated dra f t plan

and its mitigation goal, objectives and actions, a noticed public h earin g occurr ed at the

C ount y Emer genc y Ope ration’s C enter. This meeting was widel y a dvertised both locall y

and in nei ghbo ring cou nties to provide an oppo rtunit y for the gener al public, borderin g

communities and re gional a gen cies i nvolved in haz ard mitigation activities to participate i n

the planning pro cess.  Notice of the public he a ring w as posted, two we eks in advanc e, on

the C ount y website, communit y bull etin boards and throu gh a press r eleas e.  Notific ation

letters wer e sent to Offic e of Eme r genc y S ervices mana gers in all nei ghbo ring C ounties.

S ev eral weeks prior to the he arin g, the newl y construct ed P lan was posted on the C ount y

w ebsite to en able the public and stakeholders ample time to read and evaluat e it.  A P ower

P oint presentation was develope d that provided a detailed ex planation of the risks and

vu lnerabilities the communit y fa ced.

The mitigation goals, objectives and a ctions were ex plained in detail as were the resou rces

th at would be used to help mitigate the se haz ards.  In addition, the gener al public had a n

opportunit y to ask que stions and comment on the pro posed plan and each o f t he annex es as

the y move d through the approv al process for Tuolumne C ount y an d each of the

participati ng jurisdictions. All comments were review ed with the stakeholder gro up and

incorpor ated into the plan as approp riate.

C.         Ju risd iction  Sp ecif ic Plan n in g an d  App roval Process

The C it y of S onor a’s City Administrator participat ed in t he Haz a rd Mitigation P lanning Group.

The City’s input was incorporated into both draft and final documents, and reviewed b y C it y

staf f.  A staff repo rt was prep ar ed and made available to the gen eral public for comment and was

eventuall y forw arde d to the Cit y C ouncil.  A public meeting w as held within the jurisdiction;

input was re ceived f rom the gen eral public and inco rporated into the final approved a genc y

sp ecific  plan.

Adoption b y the C it y o f S onora demonstrates the jurisdiction’s commitment to fulfilling the

haz ard mitigation goals and actions outlined in the plan.  Adoption le gi timiz es the plan and

authoriz es the C it y to  ex ecute its responsibilities.
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DMA Req u ire men t The risk assessment shall  include a desc ription of the t yp e

§201.6(c)(2 )(i) : of all natural haz ards th at can af fe ct the jurisdiction.

DMA Req u ire men t The risk assessment shall  include a desc ription of the

§201.6(c)(2 )(i) :                   location and ex tent of all natural haz ards that c an a ffect the

jurisdiction. The plan sha ll include information on previous

occurr enc es of haz ard  ev ents and on the probabilit y of  future

haz ard events.

DMA Req u ire men t For multi-jurisdictional plans, the risk assessment  must assess

§201.6(c)(2 )(iii): each jurisdiction’s risks  where the y v ar y f rom the  risks facin g 

the entire plannin g a rea.

III. RIS K AS S E S S ME NT 

A.   DMA 2000 Req u ire men ts

B .      Ju risd iction  Sp ecif ic Risk s

W hile a detailed haz ard description and anal ysis can be found in the individual haz ard profiles

found in Volume 1 o f t his plan, as outlined bel ow, the C it y of S onora is susceptible to the

following haz ards.

Juri sdi ct i on Eart hquake Wi l dl and
Fi re

Ext rem e
Weat her

Fl ood Vol cano H az
Mat

Si nkholes

Ci t y of
Sonor a

      

Of special note in S onor a is:

• The  C it y  is  committed  to  continuing  as  an  N F IP  participant  as  flooding  i s  a  concer n  in 
man y are as of the comm unit y.

• The wildland fire thr eat s urrounding th e entire  co mmunit y

• The  ex istence  of  old  mines,  whose  lo cations  ar e  n ot  well  documented,  and  the  ex istence 
of under ground  carbon at ed rock fo rmations, both of which pres ent a thre at  of sinkholes.
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C.   Ju risd iction  S p ecific Hazard  E ven t History

Volume 1 contains a detailed haz ard histor y a nd profile for the entire planning ar ea.   The
following ev ents are sp ec ific to the C it y of S onora  or have oc curr ed in close  prox imit y:

E arth q u ak e History
Historicall y,  earthquake  activit y  in  Tuolumne  County  is  significantl y  below  the  C alifornia  state
average.   In  fact,  it  has  one  of  the  lowest  earthquake  risks  in  the  State.   Since  adoption  of  the  2007
California Building Codes, the Sonora area is included within one of the lowest Earthquake Zones
in California.   As outlined below, a total of 5 historical earthquake events with recorded
magnitudes of 3.5 o r  gre ater oc curr ed in or ne ar ( 50 miles) Tuolumne C ount y this past centur y.

Dat e Descri pti on Di st ance f rom  Sonora Im pact s 
March 26, 1872 7.6 – 8.0 Magni tude Epi cent er  Unknown Unknown

J une  25, 1933 6.1 Magnit ude 49.6 Mi les Unknown

J une  10, 1965 3.5 Magnit ude 42.6 Mi les None

August  10, 1975 4.0 Magnit ude 44.3 Mi les None

August  9, 1983 4.0 Magnit ude 40.8 Mi les None

Wild fire History
Numerous small fi res o ccur on an annu al basis in and around the communit y.  Th e w eathe r,

topograp h y and fuels in the ar ea make fire a constant threat for t ypic all y 6 months a yea r. W hile

a detailed fire histor y for the entire C ount y can be found in Volume 1 of th is plan, the followin g

is a sample o f fir es tha t have o ccur red in this gen eral vicinit y and sh a re similar fu el t ypes,

weather,  and topo graph y.

Dat e Descri pti on Im pact s 
August ,  1987 St ani slaus  Compl ex 6 maj or f ir es  burn 145,950 acr es,

28 str uct ures, and 1 l if e  was  l ost .

August  6, 2004 Copper  Fi re 3,445 acr es  burned and 1 home
destr oyed

Sept ember ,  2004 T uol umne  Fi re 750 acr es bur ned and 1
f i refi ght er f at al it y.

August, 2013 R i m   F i r e 257,314 acres burned
112 Structures destroyed
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E xtre me W eath e r History

Dat e Descri pti on Im pact s 
Januar y - Febr uar y
1969

Low el evati on, heavy snow f all T ree  damage  and t r anspor t at i on
i ssues  as  a  ver y wet  snow fal ls  at 
ver y l ow el evat ions.

December  1998 Wi nt er St or m - Fr eeze A modest  wi nt er  rain stor m i s
i mmedi at el y f oll owed by a ver y 
col d f r ont .  Bur st  pipes and i cy
r oads cause  consi derable  dama ge 
and resul t ed i n t he  Ci t y shut ti ng
down f or sever al  days. T he EOC at 
t he  Sonor a  Fi re  Depar t ment was 
acti vat ed.

Nove mber  2010 Fr eeze Si gni f icant  damage  t o apple  and
ol i ve  cr ops as  a ser i es  of  ver y col d 
days  and ni ghts  i mpacts  t he count y.

March 2011 Wi nt er stor m – Hi gh Wi nds Mi nor , l ocal i zed, f l oodi ng and
si gni fi cant  damage  t o st r uctur es, 
i ncl uding t he  hi stori c  fl ume, as  hi gh 
wi nds  caused numer ous t ree  f al ls 
due  t o sat urat ed soi ls.

January-February 
2017

W i n t e r   S t o r m s Storms caused significant damage 
to roads, culverts, and resulted in 
several local landslides

Flood  History

DATE EVENT DETAILS
Wi nt er  of
1887

T he  earli est  r ecor d  r ai nfall  amount  f ound  in  The  Union  Democr at  i ndi cates  t hat  67
i nches  of  r ai n f ell .  No damages  wer e  not ed.

December
of  1964

T he  Count y  Boar d  of  Super vi sors  decl ar es  a  st at e  of  emer gency  based  on  l ocali zed
f l oodi ng wi t hi n t he  Count y.

Wi nt er  of
1969

A  seri es  of  col d  st or ms  dropped  8  i nches  of  snow  on  t he  Cit y  of  Sonor a,  elevat ion
1800  f eet .   T he  snow  st ayed  on  t he  gr ound  for  a  f ull  week  as  a  col d  fr ont  mo ved  i n 
behi nd  t he  l ast  st or m.    T he  Count y  came  t o  a  st andst il l  as  t he  l i mi t ed  numbers  of
snow  pl ows  were  unabl e  to  keep  t he  r oads  open.  Floodi ng  was  r epor ted  as  snow
mel t ed.

Febr uar y
of  1986

Ear l y  season  st or ms  compl etel y  satur at ed  t he  soil s.    A  f ast  movi ng  r ai n  storm  i n
Febr uar y caused Sonor a  Creek t o over bank fl oodi ng t he  Mot her  Lode  Fair gr ounds.

March   of
1995

T he  Gover nor  of  Cali f or ni a  r equest  feder al  assi st ance  aft er  t he  Count y  Board  of
Super vi sor s  decl ar es  a  st at e  of  emer gency  based  on  l ocali zed  f looding  wi t hi n  t he
Count y.
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Apr i l of
2006

On  Apr i l  11,  t he  Boar d  of  Super vi sor s  passed  an  Emer gency  Resol uti on  pr ocl aimi n g
t he exist ence of a l ocal emer gency due t o a ser ies of wi nt er st or ms t hat had “caused
condit ions of ext reme per i l t o t he saf et y of persons and pr oper t y because of l ocali zed
f l oodi ng i n t he Count y of T uol umne”. In Sonor a proper , Sonor a Hi gh School was
f l ooded as  Sonor a  Creek over banked.

March
2011

With   the   season   rainfall   accumulations   of   nearly   60   inches,   a   late   season   storm,
accompanied by extremel y high winds, caused nearly $750,000 in damages across the
county. Damages to the flume systems, roadways, electrical distribution system and tree
damage to numerous residences resulted in a request for a Federal Disaster Declaration.

Volcan ic History
There  is  no  histor y  of  v olcanic  a ctivit y  on  reco r d  for  the  re gion.    Th e  p rox imit y  to  volcanic
active ar eas do es present  a remote thr eat of ash  fal l and the associated  respi rator y illnesses.

Hazard ou s Materials
W hile  there  is  not  a  si gn ificant  histor y  of  h az ard ous  material  spills  or  rel eases  in  the  immediate
area,  the  number  of  commercial  o ccupan cies  and  a  stat e  hi ghwa y  trans ect ing  the  C it y  m ake  this 
threat a distinct possibility.

S in kh oles
There  is  a  poorl y  do cu mented  histor y  of  small  sinkholes  and  subsidence  as  a  result  of  mining
activit y  and  the  o ccur ren ce  below  ground  of  carb onated  rock  fo rmations.   There  a re  no  r ecord ed 
events of si gnifican ce.

D.    Ju risd iction  S p ecific Hazard  Ran k in g 

Given the past histor y, t he curr ent conditions, and the overall life and pro pert y thr eat to the C it y
of S onora, the Haz ard P l anning G roup has de eme d the probabilit y and s ev erit y o f ea ch haz ard as
follows:

Ci t y of  Sonora Eart hquake Wi l dl and
Fi re

Ext rem e
Weat her

Fl ood Vol cano H az Mat Si nkholes

Pr obabi li t y L H M M L L M
Sever i t y M H M L L M L

                                                         L = Lo w, M = M ed i u m, H = H igh
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IV.       VUL NE RAB IL IT Y AS S E S S ME NT

A.    Overview

The vulner abilit y assess ment is a summar y of the haz ard’s impact to the c ommunit y’s vulnerabl e
structures.   C ommunit y assets and developmen t trends will be identified and assess ed with
respect to the d eveloped haz ard profiles to as cert ain the potential amount of dama ge th at could
ensue from ea ch identified haz ard. This section will include: 1) A description of the critical
buildings and infrastruc ture within the stud y a reas includin g future b uilding and land use
decisions.  2) A gen er al description of the ex tent of each haz ard ’s impac ts to these vulnerable
structures, 3) An  estimate of the potential dollar l osses to vulnerable struct ures.

B .   DMA 2000 Req u ire me n ts

DMA Req u ire men t    The risk assessment shall  include a desc ription of the jurisdiction’s

§201.6(c)(2 )(ii):         vulnerabilit y to the haz ar ds described in pa ra gr ap h (c)(2 )(i) of this

section. This description shall include an over all summar y o f ea ch

haz ard and its impact on  the communit y.

DMA Req u ire men t    The plan should describ e  vulnerabilit y in terms of  the t ypes  and

§201.6(c)(2 )(ii)(A ): numbers of ex isting and f uture buildings, infr astru cture, and  critical 

facilities located in the id entified haz ard a reas.

DMA  Requir ement The plan should describ e  vulnerabilit y in terms of  an estimate of the

§201.6(c)(2 )(ii)(B ): potential dollar losses to vulnerable structu res ide ntified in para gr aph

(c)(2 )(i)( A) of  this section and a desc ription of the methodolog y used for estimatin g.

DMA  Requir ement The plan should describ e  vulnerabilit y in terms of  providing a  gener al

§201.6(c)(2 )(ii)(C ): description of land uses a nd development trends w ithin the communit y so

(c)(2 )(i)( A) tha t future mitigation options can be consid ered in fut ure land de cisions.

DMA Requi rem ent For multi-jurisdictional plans, the risk assessment  must assess each

§201.6(c)(2 )(iii): jurisdiction’s risks where  the y v ar y from the  risks facin g the entir e 

planning a rea.
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C.    Critical  Facilities an d  In f rastru ctu re

C ritical facilities and inf rastructur e ar e those s yst ems within each commu nit y whose inc apacit y
or destruction would h av e a debilitatin g ef fect on the communit y’s abilit y t o recov er subsequ ent
to a major disaster.  The  following c ritical fa cilit y and infrastru cture a re  cat ego riz ed as follows:

1.   E me rgen cy S e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h   and  wel f are  o f  the  whole  population  (e. g.,
hospitals, police, fir e st ations, emer genc y oper ations cente rs, ev acu ation shelters,
schools).

2.   L if elin e Utility S ystems such as potable wate r, wastewate r, oil, natural gas, electric
power and  communications s ystems.

3.   T ran sp ortation S ystems including railwa ys, hi ghwa ys, wat erw a ys, airw a ys and cit y
streets to enable  eff ective  movement of servic es,  goods and people.

4.   High  Poten tial L oss Fa c ilities such as power plan ts, dams and levees.

D.    Ju risd iction al Assets at Risk  to Ap p licab le Hazard s

Crit ica l F a cilit ies a nd
Inf ra st ruct ure

Addres s/Lo ca t io n Va lue
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So no r a Cit y Hall 9 4 N W ashing to n Aven ue $ 2 , 2 2 5 , 0 0 0     
Op er a Hall 2 5 0 So uth W ashi ng to n Aven u e $ 1 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0     
P o lice Statio n 1 0 0 So uth Gr een Str eet $ 1 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0      

Fir e Statio n 2 1 So uth S hep her d Str eet $ 1 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0     
Cit y Hall P ar kin g
Str uct ur e

9 4 N W ashing to n Aven ue $ 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0    

Sher i ff ’ s  Facilit y
( I nvest igato r s O f fice)

3 2 6 N W ashingto n Ave n ue $ 9 8 5 , 0 0 0     

M aint. O ff ice & S ho p 1 1 1 Scho o l Str eet $ 7 1 0 , 0 0 0     
B r id ge B ar r etta St at So no r a Cr eek $ 1 , 0 00 , 00 0  
B r id ge Gr een Str eet at So no r a Cr ee k $ 1 , 0 00 , 00 0   
B r id ge So ut hgate Dr i ve at So no r a

Cr eek
$ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0   

2 7 Miles o f P aved
Str eets

T hr o ugho u t the co mmu n it y $ 2 7 , 50 0 ,0 0 0     

Not e:   T here  are  sever al  Stat e  and  Count y  owned  cr it ical  i nf rast r uct ur e  and  facil it ates  l ocated  i n  t he  Ci t y
of  Sonor a.  T hose f aci lit i es ar e l ist ed i n V ol ume  1- Cou nt y Pl an, of  the  MJHMP.
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E .    Meth od ology Used

To determine the number of critical structures an d infrastructure at risk, a combination of field

surve ys, a erial photos an d G IS maps, and Goo gle Earth so ftwar e w ere use d.  The methodolog y

used in prepa ring th e Vulnerabilit y Estimate consisted of determinin g the v alue of critical

buildings and f acilities f rom insuranc e prope rt y schedules.   C ritical in fra structure v alues we re

established b y using a ctual replacem ent costs which were dete rmined by re cent compar able

replac ement projects.

F.     L oss E stimation s

Dollar losses to buildings and infrastructure v ar y depending upon the nat ural haz ard occu rrin g
and the seve rit y of th e haz ard.  In gene ral, e art hquakes can ex tensivel y dama ge a wid e ar ea
therefor e critical structu re and infrastructur e losses should be estimated at a 100% value.
Destruction from floodin g takes pla ce in speci fic areas and the dama ge is historicall y less seve re
than that of an earthqu ak e.  Thus, the estimated loss as a r esult of floodin g should be calcul ated
at the 50% lev el.   Dam age r esulting f rom wildf ires should be c alculate d at 25% of stru ctural
value for those structur e s located within 300 feet of the wildfire ar eas.  E x treme weather could
impact an y po rtion of the jurisdiction.  Historical data indicates that these events are ex tremel y
localiz ed and a 10% loss  should be anticipated.

G.     Develop men t T r en d  An alysis

W hile the population of Tuolumne C ount y is n o t  e x pected to grow significantly in the
nex t five ye a rs, ther e ar e Land Us e policies and elements within the C it y’s G ener a l P lan to help
assure orderl y d evelopment, ch angin g land use prioritie s, reduc ed vulne rabilit y and rep etitive
losses when it does occur. No signific ant dev elopment chan ges hav e oc curr ed since th e
initial  Haz ard  Mitigation  P lan was develope d.

In addition, the Lo cal A genc y Fo rmation C ommission ( LA FC O) o f Tuolumne C ount y is tasked
with the mission to provide an orderl y pattern of gro wth that reconciles the varied needs of the
C ount y.  On e of the fun damental principles o f LAFC O is to ensur e the establishment of an
appropriate and lo gic al municipal gov ernment s tructure for the distribution of ef ficient and
appropriate public s ervic es.   LAFC O  La nd Use O bjectives include:

• The discoura gement of u rban spra wl

• P reservation of the ph ysi cal and e conomic inte grit y of  a gricultural lands

• P reservation of op en spa ce within urban dev elop ment patterns

• Orderl y fo rmation and de velopment of a gen cies b y shapin g loc al a gen c y b oundaries

• The minimiz ation of age ncies providing s ervic es to a giv en ar ea

• Utiliz ation of S pheres of In fluenc e to guid e future  development of a genc y b oundaries
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V.         CA PAB IL IT Y AS S E SSME NT

The following resour ces  are av ailable to the jurisd iction in order to mitigate  the eff ects of the 

identified haz ards:

A.   L egal an d  Regu latory

It can b e assumed, b ased on past histor y, that the citiz ens of S onora will be supportive of actions
that mitigate the potenti al for c atastrophic ev ent s. The C it y C ouncil und erstands the ne ed for
mitigation efforts and is supportive within the financial means available to the C it y. Ther efor e, it
is ex pected that the cu rrent and future politic al climates ar e favo rabl e for supportin g and
advancin g futur e haz ard  mitigation strate gies.

The  C it y  o f  S onora  has  adopted  s ever al  ordina nces  that  are  rel evant  to  haz ard  mitigation  as 
follows:

• S onora M u n i c i p a l  C o d e , C h a p t e r    8.12,   Gr ass,   W eeds,   D ebris   or   Ha z ardous
Material.

• S onora Municipal C ode, C hapter 8.16, B rush,  La wn C lippings and  Leav es .

• S onora Municipal C ode, C hapter 17,  Zoning.

• S onora Municipal C ode, C hapter 17.34, Hillside P reserv ation.

The C it y of S onor a has established the C ommunit y D evelopment D epar tment to car r y out its
building inspections which are done in con forma nce with the S tate Building C ode.  The S onora
Fire D epartment is r esponsible for all building ins pections related to the S t ate Fir e C ode.

B .    Ad min istrative an d  T ec h n ical

A dm in istrative
The  C it y  of  S onor a  h as a well-q ualified  but  l imited  staff  and  or gani z ational  capabilit y
to implement haz ard mitiga tion strategies.

The C it y of S onora is govern ed b y an el ecte d five-member C it y C ouncil who bears the
responsibilit y of se rving the people and improving the qualit y of life in the C it y. S onora has a
number of prof essional staff depa rtments to serve the residents of the C it y and to carr y out da y-
to-da y administrative acti vities.  These include the  following:

• Administration

• C ommunit y Dev elopmen t

• P ublic W orks

• P olice Department

• Fire D epartment

• C it y En gin eer

• C it y Attorne y
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The C it y Administrative Offic e is responsible fo r the ov ersi ght and man agement o f the C it y, including
h u m a n   resour ces,  budgeting  and  fisc al  progr ams.    The C i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a l s o  oversees the
P ublic W or ks Department.

The C ommunit y D evelo pment Depa rtment is r es ponsible for th e C it y’ s building and plannin g
activities, along with various special events and progr ams.  The Departmen t also administers and
implements several S tate  and Fed eral  grants inclu ding rel ated pro gr ams an d projects.

Tech n ical
The C it y o f S onora has limited technical c apabil it y to implement h az ard mitigation strate gi es. The

C it y’s C ommunit y Development D epartmen t includes one dir ector, one part-time pl anner, one

c o m t r a c t  building and s afet y i nspector, one communit y development speci alist and one special events

coordinator on staff to a dminister the C it y’s haz a rd mitigation programs.  The C it y emplo ys on e

licensed en gineer b y co ntract; has tenured emplo ye es on the P ublic Works staff; and other personnel

train ed in eme rgenc y se rvices coordina tion in both the P olice and Fire D epa rtments. The C it y

maintains a we bpage that serves a vari e t y o f purposes, including providing the gen eral public with

haz ard infor mation.

C.    Fin an cial

The C it y of S onora has limited fiscal capabilit y to implement haz ard mitigation strategies.  Most of the

finan cial de cisions affe cting the C it y ar e not made loc all y, but b y p ast and pr esent legislative actions in

S a c ramento.  In 2011, the S t ate of C alifornia elimina ted all r edevelopment agencies which has

r esulted in program r eductions. The S onora R edevelopment Agen c y h elpe d to provide funding for

haz ard mitigation within the C it y. W ithout major chan ges in S tate Government, this trend will continue

to  impact  local  gov ernment’s  abi lities  to  fund  haz ard mitigation needs.

D.    Ph ysical Asse ts

The P olice Depa rtment has primar y responsibility fo r law en forc ement w ithin the incorporated C it y

limits. The P olice Department relies on p aid staff, rese rve staff, volunteer groups and ex plorers to

provide la w enfor cement se rvice s within the incorporat ed C it y limits. The Department is comprised of

a C hief of P olice, L i e u t e n a n t ,  tw o S ergeants, ten sworn o fficers, five full-time Dispatch- R ecords

S peci alists, Police Records Technician, a  part-time Disp atch-R e c ords S pecialists, part-time C ommunit y

S ervices Of ficers, reserve Officers and part time School Resource Officer. The De partment has eighteen

p atrol vehicles and  e i g h t  support vehicles.

The  Fire  Depa rtment  has  primar y responsibility  for  fire  prote ction  fo r  both  improved  and unimproved  
properties  w ithin  the  incorporated  C i t y  limits.   The  Dep artme nt  is  also  responsible for  inspections  
r elated  to  haz ardous  mate rials  and  haz ardous  fir e  condition s.   The  C it y relies  on paid  staff  consisting  of
a  Fir e  C hief,  three car ee r  Fire  C aptains and three career Fire Engineers,  one  p art- time  Office  
Assistant, six Inter n Fire fighte rs, additional part-time relief Fire Captains and Engineers and a

volunteer roster that avera ges ten Fir efi ghters . The department provides fire suppression,

emer gen c y medic al ser vices, public   edu cation   and   other   relat ed   serv ices   to   the   citiz ens   of
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S onora.

The fir e depa r tment also participates in automatic mutual aid within reasonable boundaries of the

C it y and mutual aid a greem e nts throughout the C ou nt y and provides fire apparatus to the S tate- 

wide mutual aid s ystem  as r equested.

The department is equipp ed with three fire en gin es, one quint (fire en gine w ith a 75’ ladder), two

utilit y vehi cles, one fir e  prevention sedan,  and on e administrative staff S U V.

E .         Political Will of  Commu n ity

The C it y of S onora and its residents recogniz e the need for promoting and implementing
haz ard mitigation strate gies. The reduction in potential effects f rom a na tural disaster will
prove to be a tan gible res ult of such plannin g.  E ff orts to secur e fundin g for haz ard mitigation
projects will be evalu ate d and consider ed for  appr oval b y the C it y C ouncil.

VI. MIT IGAT ION  S T RAT E GY 

A.   DMA 2000 Req u ire men ts

DMA Req u ire men t The haz ard mitigation str ate g y shall include a d esc ription of

§201.6(c)(3 )(i): mitigation go als to reduc e or avoid lon g-term vuln erabilities to the 

identified haz ards.

DMA Requi rem ent The mitigation strate g y s hall include a section that  identifies and

§201.6(c)(3 )(ii): anal yz es  a compr ehensiv e ran ge o f speci fic mitiga tion actions and 

projects bein g conside red  to reduce the  eff ects of  e ach haz ard, with 

particular  emphasis on new and ex isting buildings and infrastru cture.
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B .       2 0 1 3   M i t i g a t i o n   A c t i o n   P r o g r e s s   R e p o r t 

2013 Juri sdi cti on Specif ic

Mi ti gat i on Acti ons

P rogress  Made

Educate the County and City Planning staffs, 
administrative staffs and elected officials on 
the importance of keeping current on trends 
and development in disaster preparedness

Ongoing Effort

Develop and  adopt cre ek  maintenance
strate g y for S onor a and  W oods C reek from
C abez ut Basin to J amestown.

Goal completed. C re ek w as clean ed and is
now maintained ea ch Oct ober.

Educate community members on the dangers 
associated with household hazardous 
materials including proper storage techniques

Ongoing Effort
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C. Goals, Objectives and Mitigation Actions – 2018

Goal 1                             Promote understanding and support for hazard mitigation

by key stakeholders and the public within Tuolumne
County.

Applies to: All jurisdictions

Objective 1 Educate key stakeholders and the public to increase awareness

of hazards and opportunities for mitigating hazards.

Mitigation Action 1A: Through newsletters, advertisements, speaking engagements

and other public contacts, educate the general public and key

stakeholders on the issues, responsibilities, and current efforts

and successes in the area of disaster preparedness as they

impact each agency.

Mitigation Action 1B: Conduct periodic workshops and promotion of the Emergency 
Notification Systems available to the public to ensure familiarity of 
the public to warning applications.

Goal 2                             Ensure that future development is protected from natural

disasters.

Applies to: Tuolumne County, City of Sonora, Tuolumne Band of Me-

Wuk Indians, and the Tuolumne Utilities District.

Objective 2
Limit new development in hazardous areas, and as
permissible, build to standards that will prevent or reduce
damage.

Mitigation Action 2A: Educate the County and City planning staffs, administrative

staffs and elected officials on the importance of keeping

current on trends and developments in disaster preparedness.

Mitigation Action 2B: Encourage planning staffs to attend seminars and lectures on

naturally occurring hazards so that they may better assist the

appropriate governing bodies as they process future

developments.

Mitigation Action 2C: In order to better protect life and property, continue to develop

a  more accurate and comprehensive series of countywide

GIS geology, fire, and flood maps and data sets.
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Goal 3                             Build and support local capacity and commitment to

minimize the jurisdictions within Tuolumne County’s
vulnerability to potential hazards.

Applies to: All jurisdictions

Objective 3.1 Improve existing capabilities to manage emergency situations.

Objective 3.2 Enhance the safety of residents, students and staff within the

community and jurisdictions.

Objective 3.3: Enhance the communications between agencies to 
support emergency response

Mitigation Action 3.1A: In order to ensure that employees are available to assist 
during a major emergency, develop and adopt a Family 
Support Plan for all jurisdictions and County agencies.

Mitigation Action 3.1B: Review and when necessary, update the jurisdiction’s 
Emergency Operations Plans and supporting documents

Mitigation Action 3.1C: Assist with Public Health Emergency Preparedness to 
plan and prepare for medical and healthcare impacts 
which would result from all hazards within the County

Mitigation Action 3.2A: Review the initial planning requirements and research 
the development of standard operating procedures 
which would minimize helicopter operations over 
Sonora Elementary School as they utilize the helistop at
Sonora Regional Medical Center

Mitigation Action 3.2B:  Support the efforts of the Tuolumne Utilities District to 
better protect public health by initiating a Watershed 
Sanitary Survey

Mitigation Action 3.2C:  Assist the County in identifying opportunities for 
additional evacuation routes within single-access areas

Mitigation Action 3.2D: Make improvements to wastewater systems by 
replacing or relining collection pipes so as to reduce 
sewer overflows and limit inflow and infiltration 
subsequently reducing the public health threat.

Mitigation Action 3.2E: Develop a program that would, in emergency situations, 
enable water districts and water companies to share 
water resources through interconnections
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Mitigation Action 3.2F: Develop a program to secure water rights for Tuolumne 
County

Mitigation Action 3.2 G: Promote a county-wide sewer connection to reduce 
septic failure impacts and improve water quality.

Mitigation Action 3.2H:   Promote land use recommendations that new 
developments occur adjacent to public water and 
wastewater facilities.

Mitigation Action 3.3:     Build and maintain communications between County 

agencies, Special Districts, and the Tuolumne Band of 

Me-Wuk Indians to assist in the response to 

emergencies

Goal 4                             Minimize the level of damage and losses to people, existing

   and future critical facilities and infrastructure due to
   flooding.

Applies to: Tuolumne County, City of Sonora, Curtis Creek School District,

    Belleview School District

Objective 4 Enhance the ability of community assets, particularly critical

facilities, located in the 100-year floodplain to handle existing

and projected flood levels

Mitigation Action 4A      Work to improve localized flood prone areas through a

combination of vegetation management and storm drain

improvements. (i.e. Sonora, Curtis, Sullivan, and Woods

Creeks)

Mitigation Action 4B:     Maintain compliance with the National Flood Insurance

Program (NFIP) requirements.

Mitigation Action 4C:     Through the Development Process Review team, 

restrict construction of essential service facilities in the 

100-year flood plain.

Mitigation Action 4D:     In order to better protect life and property, record a 
notice on properties located in flood zones utilizing 
FIRM maps and notify property owners of said action.

Mitigation Action 4E: Continue to work cooperatively with the state and 
federal flood related agencies for funding 
improvements through grant and agency programs.
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Mitigation Action 4F:  Seek funding sources for and initiate watershed 

improvement projects for the County.

Mitigation Action 4G:  Study ways to improve drainage to prevent erosion on
the steep slopes of the Curtis Creek campus and seek
funding sources for mitigation.

Mitigation Action 4H: Study ways to improve drainage to prevent erosion on 
the steep slopes of the Belleview School campus and 
seek funding sources for mitigation.

Mitigation Action 4I: Work with Belleview School to identify and evaluate 
opportunities to create additional evacuation routes 
within the single-access areas in the district.

Goal 5                               Minimize the level of damage and losses to people, existing

and future critical facilities and infrastructure due to
wildland fires.

Applies to: All Jurisdictions

Objective 5.1 Continue the comprehensive approach to reducing the level of damage 

and losses due to wildland fires through vegetation management, code 

enforcement, GIS mapping, and planning process.

Objective 5.2 Enhance collaboration amongst all fire agencies and stakeholders.

Mitigation Action 5.1A:     In order to assist fire prevention efforts and to better manage large fires 

when they occur, continue to improve GIS mapping and tracking efforts 

by gathering and maintaining relevant GIS data layers and imagery and 

utilizing the best available mapping applications and software.

Mitigation Action 5.1B:   Continue to work with the Hwy 108 Fire Safe Council, Yosemite 

Foothills FireSafe Council, and SWIFT to initiate fuel thinning and 

chipping projects in high priority areas. Collaborate with property owners

and regulatory agencies in order to utilize prescribed fire on private and 

state owned lands in the county.

Mitigation Action 5.1C:   Work with the Hwy 108    Fire Safe Council, Yosemite Foothills Fire Safe

Council, and  SWIFT to update as needed the Community Wildfire 

Protection Plans for the County so that they will continue to:
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- Assess the fire hazard in the County

- Prioritize treatment areas

- Enhance collaboration amongst all fire agencies and stakeholders

- Streamline environmental review processes

Mitigation Action 5.1D: Develop a wildfire evacuation plan which includes sheltering in place at 

Curtis Creek School.

Mitigation Action 5.1E: Work with the Tuolumne Utilities District to improve fire flow, system 

reliability and redundancy, and increased water supply in their 

responsibility areas.

Mitigation Action 5.1F: Protect water conveyance system by reducing fuels adjacent   to wooden 

flumes.

Mitigation Action 5.1G: Develop a County Fire Agency GIS layer showing fire water draft 

locations.

Mitigation Action 5.1H: W ork wit h the Lake Don Pedro Community Services District t o im prove 

s yst em reliabil i t y and redundan c y, and in c r eased water  suppl y in t he ir 

responsi bil it y a reas.

Mitigation Action 5.1I: W ork wit h the Lake Don Pedro Community Services District and PG&E 

to improve the reliability of the electrical grid in   

Don Pedro and provide for emergency backup power supply to

be used during power outages at critical water system facilities.

Mitigation Action 5.2A: Encourage participation of all Fire Agencies in the monthly Fire Chief 

Association meetings and support, when possible, efforts by the 

Association to improve fire protection and preventions efforts in the 

County.

Mitigation Action 5.2B: Encourage participation in cooperative automatic and mutual aid 

agreements between Districts, the County and the City of Sonora.

Goal 6                             Minimize the level of damage and losses to people, existing

and future critical facilities and infrastructure due to
geological events (earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, and

sinkholes).

Applies to: All jurisdictions

Objective 6 Continue public education efforts so as to better prepare the
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citizens of Tuolumne County from the effects of a significant

geological event

Mitigation Action 6A:    Working with Cal OES, increase participation in earthquake 
preparedness activities such as the annual Great California 
Shake-Out drill

Mitigation Action 6B:     Continue to support the work of utility districts in replacing 
sewer and water lines and portions of the flume that are the 
most vulnerable to an earthquake or landslide

 Goal 7 Limit risk to, and impacts from hazardous materials spills,

intentional discharges, illegal disposals, transportation
accidents, or system failures

Applies to: All Jurisdictions

Objective 7.1 Continue efforts to manage the use, sale, distribution and

disposal of hazardous materials in Tuolumne County

Objective 7.2 Improve emergency response efforts in the control and clean-up

of accidental spills and releases

Mitigation Action 7.1A:  Educate community members on the dangers associated
with household hazardous materials including proper 
storage techniques

Mitigation Action 7.1B:  Continue efforts to educate applicable employees on the
handling, use, storage and disposal of hazardous 
materials utilized in the workplace

Mitigation Action 7.2A: In coordination with the Environmental Health Director,

develop procedures to enhance the response to 

Hazardous Material Incidents

Goal 8                            Minimize the level of damage and losses to people, existing

                                        and future infrastructure, and critical facilities due to

                                        extreme weather

Applies to: All Jurisdictions

Objective 8.1 Continue the comprehensive approach to reducing the level of 

damage and losses due to extreme weather and drought through 

GIS mapping, planning process, and the removal of dead and 
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dying trees.

Mitigation Action 8.1A: Analyze and remove hazards that threaten public safety due to the 
cascading effects of drought such as dry wells and tree mortality

Mitigation Action 8.1B: Encourage water agencies to conduct water supply evaluations for
each public water system to determine the effect of drought on 
community water supply

Mitigation Action 8.1C: W ork wit h the Lake Don Pedro Community Services District t o 
im prove the availability and reliability of Lake McClure 
pumping capacities at lower water surface elevations

Mitigation Action 8.1D: W ork wit h the Lake Don Pedro Community Services District t o
increase groundwater supply and/or identify other alternate water
sources to be used when drought and related reservoir 
operational requirements diminish the water supply available 
from Lake McClure 



D.  How  Mitigation  Goals Ad d ress E xistin g and  New  B u ild in gs an d Inf rastru ctu re
            E xistin g Bu ildin gs and In f rastru ctu re:

MITIGATIO N 

GO ALS

EXISTING B UILDINGS AND INF RASTRUCTUR E

El ectrical and

P ow er

Inf rast ruct ure

Dam s  and

Wat er

Managem ent

Com m uni cat i on

F acil it i es

Cri ti cal

Roads  and

B ri dges

Essenti al

Service 

F acil it i es 

( Fi re, Law , 

H ospi t al s 

Agri cul t ural

Inf rast ruct ure

P ubl i c 

St ruct ures

Go a l 1 - Genera l 

M it ig a t io n:  P ro mo te 

und er sta nd in g a nd sup p o r t 

fo r hazar d miti gatio n b y 

ke y stake ho ld er s and t he 

p ub lic wi thi n t he Co unt y 

o f T uo lu mne.

X X X X X X X

Go a l 2 - Genera l

M it ig a t io n:  E nsur e tha t 

fu tur e d evelo p me nt i s 

p r o tected fr o m na tur al 

d isaster s.

X X X X X X X

Go a l 3 - Genera l

M it ig a t io n:  B uild and 

sup p o r t lo cal cap acity a nd 

co mmi t me nt to  min i mize 

the Co unt y o f T uo lu mn e’ s 

vul ner ab ilit y to p o tential 

hazar d s.

X X X X X

Go a l 4 - F lo o d:  M ini mize
the leve l o f d a ma ge and 
lo sses to p eo p le, existi ng 
and f utur e cr itical facili ties 
and in fr astr uc tur e d ue to 
flo o d ing.

X X X X X X X
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Go a l 5 - Wildf ire:

M ini mize t he level o f 

d ama ge a nd lo sses to 

p eo p le, existin g and f ut ur e 

cr itical facili ties a nd 

in fr astr uct ur e d ue to 

wild fir e.

X X X X X X X

Go a l 6 - Ea rt hqua ke:

M ini mize t he level o f 

d ama ge a nd lo sses to 

p eo p le, existin g and f ut ur e 

cr itical facili ties a nd 

in fr astr uct ur e d ue to 

ear thq ua ke, land slid e a nd 

sin k ho les.

X X X X X X X

Go a l 7  – H a za rdo us

M a t eria ls: Li mit r is k to , 

and i mp acts fr o m 

hazar d o us  ma ter ials sp il ls, 

inte ntio nal d i schar ges, 

illegal d isp o sal s, 

tr ansp o r tatio n accid ent s, o r 

s yste m fail ur es.

X X X X

 Goal 8- Extreme 

Weather:

Minimize the level of 
damage and losses to 
people, existing and future 
critical facilities, and 
infrastructure due to 
extreme weather.

X X X X X
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MIT IGAT ION
GOAL S

NE W PROJE CT S /B UIL DINGS  AND IN FRAS T RUCT URE

Resi dent i al
Subdi visi ons

Vari ous mi xed 
use  proj ect s
( resi dent i al  and 
comm erci al )

Ag Cl ust ers
( resi dent i al , open 
space, and Ag
uses)

Com merci al and
Indust ri al
P roj ect s

E ssen tial
S ervice
Facilities

Pu b lic
S tru ctu res

Go a l 1 - Genera l
M it ig a t io n:  P ro mo te 
und er sta nd in g a nd
sup p o r t fo r hazar d 
miti gatio n b y ke y 
stake ho ld er s and the 
p ub lic wi thi n t he
Co u nt y o f T uo lu mne.

X X X X X X

Go a l 2 - Genera l 
M it ig a t io n:  E nsur e 
that fut ur e d evelo p ment
i s p r o tected fr o m 
na tur al d isaster s.

X X X X X X

Go a l 3 - Genera l
M it ig a t io n:  B uild 
and sup p o r t lo cal
cap acit y and 
co mmi t me nt to 
mi ni mize the  Co u nt y 
o f T uo lu mne ’s
vul ner ab ilit y to
p o tential hazar d s.

X X X X X X

Go a l 4 - F lo o d:
M ini mize t he level o f
d ama ge a nd lo sses to 
p eo p le, existin g and 
fu tur e cr itical facilit ies
and in fr astr uct ur e d ue 
to flo o d ing.

X X X X X X
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Go a l 5 - Wildf ire:
M ini mize t he level o f 
d ama ge a nd lo sses to
p eo p le, existin g and 
fu tur e cr itical 
facilit ies and 
in fr astr uct ur e d ue to
wild fir e.

X X X X X X

Go a l 6 - Ea rt hqua ke:
M ini mize t he level o f
d ama ge a nd lo sses to 
p eo p le, existin g and 
fu tur e cr itical 
facilit ies and 
in fr astr uct ur e d ue to 
ear thq ua ke, land slid e 
and sin k ho les.

X X X X X X

Go a l 7 - H a za rdo us
M a t eria ls:
Li mit r is k to , and
i mp acts fr o m 
hazar d o us ma ter ials 
sp ills, in tent io nal 
d ischar ge s, ille gal 
d isp o sals, 
tr ansp o r tatio n 
accid ents, o r s yste m 
fail ur es

X X X X X X

Goal 8- Extreme 

Weather:

Minimize the level of 
damage and losses to 
people, existing and 
future critical facilities, 
and infrastructure due to
extreme weather.

X X X X
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VII. MIT IGAT ION ACT ION IM PL E ME NT AT ION

A. DMA 2000 Req u ire men ts:

DMA Requi rem ent The plan maintenan ce pr ocess shall include a]  sec tion describing the method and schedule o f  monitoring,

§201.6(c)(4 )(i): evaluatin g, a nd updating the mitigation plan within a f ive- ye a r c ycl e.

DMA  Requir ement T he plan shall  i ncl ude  a]  process by whi ch local  gover nment s i ncor porate  t he  requir ements  of t he mi t i gati on pl an

§201.6(c)( 4)( ii ): i nt o ot her pl anni ng mechani sms  such as  compr ehensi ve  or  capi tal i mpr ove ment pl ans, when appr opri ate.

DMA  Requir ement The mitigation strate g y s ection shall include]  an a ction plan describin g how the a ctions identified in section

§201.6(c)(3 )(iii): (c )(3)(ii) will be prioritiz ed, implemented, and administered b y the  local jurisdiction. P rioritiz ation shall 

include a speci al emphasis on the ex tent to which benefits ar e max imiz ed accordin g to a cost b enefit  review     

of th e proposed proje cts and their associated  costs.

DMA Req u ire men t For multi-jurisdictional plans, there must be identi fiable action items specific to the jurisdiction requestin g

§201.6(c)(3 )(iv) FEMA  appr oval or cr edit of the plan.

B .    Prio ritization  of  Mitigation  Action s

The  Mitigation  actions  were  prioritiz ed  using  a  s ystem  which  is  outlined  below.    This  s ystem factor ed  in  the  following  compon ents:

1) P robabilit y of  Oc curr enc e,  

2)  Effe ctiveness  of Mitigation  Actions,

3 )  P racticalit y of mitigati on action for th e juris diction based on the S TAP LE+E criteri a of S ocial, Techni cal, Ad ministrative, P olitical,

Le gal,  Economic  and Environmental  compone nts. 

This gave rise to the development of an ove rall relative risk v alue that resulted in ratings o f H IGH, MED IU M and LOW for e ach of

the mitigation actions.  The resultant prioritiz ation was presented to ke y stak eholders and len gth y dis cussions were held to ensure  that

the   results   were   indeed   applicab le   to   the   priorities   and   capabilities   of   the jurisdictions’ served.
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S amp le Mitigation  Ac tion  Prioriti zation  Work sh eet

Mitigation
Action

P robabilit y o f
Associated 
Threat 
Occur renc e 
Low =1
Med.=2
High=3

Effectiven ess
of Mitigation 
Action 
Minimal=1
Moderate =2
High=3

P racticalit y
(based on 
S TAP LE+E 
criteria) 
Low =1
Medium=2
High=3

R elative R isk
(P roduct of R isk
C omponents)

1.A 3 2 3 18

In  assessin g and ev aluating e ach str ate g y, the foll owing f actors w ere  consi dered:

• The bene fit justified the cost

• The availabilit y o f finan c ial resourc es

• The availabilit y o f staff  r esources

• Impa ct on particip ating j urisdiction functions

• S trategies  refl ect the  goal s and objectives

C.    Action  Plan

Once th e MJ HMP has r eceived formal adoption b y th e Boa rd of S uper visors and the various

gove rnin g bodies, the following action plan, a gr ee d upon b y H az ard Mitigation P lanning Group,

will be used to ensure the P lan is implemented and rem ains an active a nd relev ant document.

Actual implementation ma y b e dep endent upon fu nding av ailabilit y.
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ACT ION  PL AN  FOR  T UOL UMNE  COUNT Y MUL T I-JURIS DICT IONAL  PL AN

MIT IGAT ION ACT ION IMPL E ME NT AT ION  S T RAT E GY

ID DE S CRIPT ION RE S PONS IB L E 
DE PART ME NT

FU NDIN G
S OURCE S

TIME TO 

COMPLETE

PRIORIT Y

1.A Educate P ublic and 
S takeholders

OES  – lead All 
support

Gener al
Funds

Ongoin g Medium

1.B   Promote Everbridge OES- lead All 
Support

None 
Required

Ongoing Low

2.A Educate S taff OES  – lead All 
support

None
R equired

Ongoin g Medium

2.B C ontinuing Education OES  –lead
All support

Gener al
Funds

Ongoin g Medium

2.C Improv e G IS
C apabilities

C ount y C R A,
C it y o f S onora  

& C A L Fire

Gener al
Funds

36 Months Medium

3.1A Develop/ Adopt Famil y
S upport P lan

All agencies
OES  support

Gener al
Funds

12 Months Medium

3.1B Emer genc y Operations 
P lans

All agencies
OES  support

None
R equired

12 Months Medium

3.1C Medical Preparedness Public Health-
Lead

All Support

None 
Required

Ongoing Medium

3.2A Helicopter
Operations

OES None
R equired

Ongoing Low

3.2B W a t e r s h e d   S u r v e y TUD Grant 12 Months Medium

3.2C S i n g l e   A c c e s s   R o u t e s Fire Safe Council 

and Community 

Resources 

Grant and 
General Fund

36 Months Medium

3.2D R aw W ater S tora ge TUD Grant 24 Months Medium

3.2E W astewater S ystem
Improv ements

TUD Gener al
Fund & 

Grants

24 Months High

3.2F W a t e r   I n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s   All water 
  agencies

None 
Required

36 Months Medium

3.2G W ater R ights All water
agencies

Grants &
Gener al

Funds

Ongoin g Medium
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3.2H P r o m o t e   S e w e r   
C o n n e c t i o n 

Water Agencies 
with support of all
agencies

None 
Required

Ongoing Low

3.2I P r o m o t e   D e v e l o p m e n t   
a d j a c e n t   w a t e r   f a c i l i t i e s 

Water Agencies 
with support of all
agencies

None 
Required

Ongoing Low

3.3 M a i n t a i n   
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

All agencies None 
Required

Ongoin g Medium

4.A C reek/S torm Drain
Mana gement

C ount y C R A and
C it y o f S onora

Gener al
Fund

Fall of e ach
ye a r 

Low

4.B NF IP  R equirem ents C ount y C R A and
C it y o f S onora

Gener al
Fund

Ongoin g Medium

4.C Development R eview C ount y C R A and
C it y o f S onora

Gener al
Fund

Ongoin g Medium

4.D Notice P ropert y
Owners

C ount y C R A and
C it y o f S onora

Gener al
Fund

24 Months Medium

4.E S torm Drain
Improv ements

C ount y C R A and
C it y o f S onora

Grants Ongoin g Medium

4.F C ount y W atershed
P r o j e c t s 

C ount y C R A Grants 36 Months Medium

4. G Draina ge C urtis C reek
S chool District

Grants 24 Months Medium

4.H Draina ge Belleview S chool
District

Grants 24 Months Medium

4.I Single Access Routes Belleview School Grants 24 Months Medium

5.1A Improv e G IS
Mapping and

Trackin g

C A L Fire-C ount y
Fire

Gener al
Fund

36 Months Medium

5.1B Fuel Thinning and
C hipping P rojects

All fire a gen cies Grants Ongoin g High

5.1C C ommunit y W ildfire
P rotection P lan

Update

C A L Fire-C ount y
Fire

Gener al
Fund

12 Months Medium

5.1D Improv e W ater
S uppl y/ S tora ge at

C urtis C reek S chool

C urtis C reek
S chool District

Grants 24 Months High

5.1E Evacuation P lans for
C urtis C reek

District
S uperintendent 
with fire a gen cies 
supporting

None
R equired

12 Months High
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5.1F W ater S uppl y/ Fir e
Flow

TUD, with
fire a gencies 
supporting

Gener al
Funds and

Grants

36 Months High

5.1G P rotect Flumes TUD, with fire
agencies 
supporting

Gener al
Funds and

Grants

Ongoin g Medium

5.1H C o u n t y   F i r e   G I S 
L a y e r 

County GIS- 
Lead
OES- Support

General Funds 36 Months Low

5.1I I n c r e a s e   W a t e r   S u p p l y   
f o r   L a k e   D o n   P e d r o   
C S D 

Lake Don Pedro 
CSD- Lead
OES-Support

Gener al
Funds and

Grants

36 Months Medium

5.1J I n c r e a s e   A l t e r n a t e   
P o w e r   S o u r c e   f o r   L a k e   
D o n   P e d r o 

Lake Don Pedro 
CSD- Lead
OES-Support

Gener al
Funds and

Grants

24 Months Medium

5.2A Fire C hiefs
Association

All fire a gen cies None
R equired

Ongoin g Medium

5.2B Mutual/Auto Aid All fire a gen cies None
R equired

Ongoin g Medium

6.A Earthquake
P reparedn ess

Ex ercises

OES  – lead
All support

None
R equired

Fall of Ea ch
Year

Medium

6.B R eplace Vulne rable
W ater/S ewer  Lines

TUD Gener al
Fund

24 Months Medium

7.1A Educate C ommunit y
on Haz ardous

Materials

OES  – lead
All support

None
R equired

Ongoin g Medium

7.1B Educate S taff on
Haz ardous Materi als

OES  – lead
All support

None
R equired

Ongoin g Medium

7.2A Improv e R esponse
C apabilities

Environmental 
Health– lead
fire a gencies 
support

None
R equired

Ongoing Medium
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8.1A Removal of safety 
hazards caused by dry 
wells and Tree 
Mortality

A l l   A g e n c i e s Grant 36 Months High

8.1B Water Supply 
Evaluation at Lake 
McClure

L a k e   D o n   P e d r o   
C S D -   L e a d 
O E S   S u p p o r t 

Grant and 
General Fund

24 Months Medium

8.1C Improve Pumping 
Capacity at Lake 
McClure

L a k e   D o n   P e d r o   
C S D -   L e a d 
O E S   S u p p o r t 

Grant and 
General Fund

24 Months Medium

8.1D Alternate Water Sources
to Lake McClure

L a k e   D o n   P e d r o   
C S D -   L e a d 
O E S   S u p p o r t 

Grant and 
General Fund

36 Months Medium

D.    Imp le men tation  T h rou gh  E xistin g Plan s an d  Progra ms

The C it y curr entl y use a variet y o f compreh en sive land use planning, capital improvements

planning, and building c odes to guide and control development within the jurisdiction.  This

MJ HMP will be provided to those responsible for the v arious planni ng and development

mechanisms to ensu re th at consistenc y is maintained.  Th e same holds tru e when ever substantive

chan ges a re mad e.

W hile this is multi jurisdiction plan, specific mitigation actions have been assigned to this

jurisdiction.  These individual actions will fall un der the gen eral administrative ove rsight of the

C it y o f S onora.   S hould technical ex pertise not be availabl e to the C it y, the C ount y Offic e of

Emer genc y S ervic es is c ommitted to, when possi ble, coordinatin g th e r es ources o f the C ount y to

assist with implementation of the mitigation action s.

The  gen eral  administrative  oversi ght  of  this  MJ HMP  rests  with  the  Tuolu mne  C ount y  O ffic e  of

Emer genc y Se rvices.



Tuo l umne Co unty  Multi -J uri sdi cti o nal  Haza rd Mi ti gati on Pl a n 

35

E .   Con tin u ed  Pu b lic In volvemen t 

Tuolumne C ount y and t he C it y of S onora und er stand the importance of involving the public in

the ongoin g Haz ard Mit igation P lan review and updating proc ess.  R esultantl y, the following

actions will be taken:

• A cop y of the MJ HMP  will be posted on the C ount y website  and will direct  the public
on how to contact the C o unt y OES  for  consider ation of future e dits

• Hard copies o f the P lan  will be available at the C ount y Of fice o f Emer gen c y S e rvices
and the C ount y Libr ar y

F.    Plan  Mon itorin g, E valu atin g and  Up d atin g

DMA  Req u i r ement A local jurisdiction must review and  revise its plan  to reflect  chan ges in
§201.6(d )(3): development, progress in local mitigation effo rts, and chan ges in priorities,

and resubmit if for app ro val within 5  ye ars in orde r to continue to be eli gible 
for mitigation proje ct gra nt funding.

In orde r to continue to b e an ef fective rep resent a tion of e ach jurisdiction’ s overall str ate g y for

reducin g its risks from natural haz ards, the mitigation plan must reflec t current conditions.

Monitoring and evaluati ng the pl an will occur annuall y to m ake c ertai n that the go als and

objectives for the C ounty a nd participatin g jurisd ictions are cu rrent and m itigation activities ar e

being car ried out.

To ensure that re gular r eview and update of thi s Multi-J urisdictional Haz ard Mitigation P lan
takes place, the C ount y Office of Emer gen c y S ervices will communicate with the MJ HMP
P lanning Group membe rs annuall y to se e if th eir plan components ar e up-to-date and me et
current r ealities.

The MJ HMP  Planning G roup will review e ach  go al and objective to ev alua te its:

• R elevance to  curr ent and  evolving situations in Tuolumne C ount y

• C onsistenc y with chan ge s in local, state and fed er al polic y
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The planning group will review the risk assessment component of the plan to ascertain if the
information needs to be u pdated or modified.  Ea c h jurisdiction will report on:

• C urrent status of their mitigation actions

• How coordination e fforts  are pro ce eding

• Implement ation process e s that worked well

• An y dif ficulties encounte red

• An y str ate gies in need o f  revision

If th e plan revie w leads the Haz ard Mitigation P lanning G roup to determine that modifications
are ne cessa r y, then the C ount y or the  applicable ju risdiction can initiate a plan amendment.
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Acron y ms

Acron y m Def in ition

C GS C alifornia Geolo gical S u rve y

C al EP A C alifornia Environmenta l P rotection Agen c y

C altrans C alifornia Depa rtment of  Transportation

C A L Fire                    C alifornia Depa rtment of Forestr y and Fir e P rotect ion

C DF                            C alifornia Depa rtment of Forestr y and Fir e P rotect ion

C DHS                          C alifornia Depa rtment of  Health S ervices

C FR C ode of Fed er al R egul ations

C GS C alifornia Geolo gical S u rve y

C IS N C alifornia  Inte gr ated S ei smic Network 

C S S C C alifornia S eismic S afet y C ommission 

DFG S tate Department of  Fish  and Game 

DHS Department of  Homeland  S ecurit y 

DW R Department of W ate r R e sources

FEMA Fede ral Emer genc y M an agement A gen c y

F IR M Flood  Insuran ce R ate M a p 

FMA Flood Mitigation Assista nce 

FMP Floodplain Mana gem ent P lan

FR AP Fire and R esourc e Asses sment P rogr am

G IS Geo graphic  Inform ation S ystem 

HMGP Haz ard Mitigation Gr ant  P rogr am 

LHMP Loc al Haz ard Miti gation  P lan 

NF IP National Flood  Insur ance  P rogr am

NOAA National Oce anic and  Atmospheric Administration

NP S National P ark S ervic es

OES Governor ’s Offic e of Em er genc y S e rvices 

S EMS S tandardiz ed Emer genc y Mana gement S ystem 

S FHA S pecial Flood Haz ard  Ar ea

US DA U.S . Department of A gri culture

US GS U.S . Geologic al S urve y
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