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Tuolumne County Emergency Medical Services Agency
EMS System Policies and Procedures

POLICY: TISSUE PLASMINOGEN ACTIVATOR INFUSIONS          #552.93

Creation Date:                          

Medical Director: Kimberly Freeman, M.D.; signature of file               Revision Date:                          

EMS Coordinator: Clarence Teem, M.S., EMT-P; signature of file    Review Date:                            

I. AUTHO RITY:
Division 2.5, Healt h and  S afet y Cod e, § 1797.220
Cali fornia Code of Re gul ati ons, Tit le 22, C hapter 4, Arti cle 1, § 100 145

II. PU R POS E:
To  provide  a  me chanis m  for  par am edics  to  be  permitt ed  to  moni tor  pre -
ex ist ing  i n f u s i o n s   o f   Tissue Plasminogen Activator (tPA) during int e rf acil it y 
transpo rts .

III. POL ICY:
A. Onl y those  pa ramedics  who  have  succ essfull y compl eted  the  traini n g  

program approved  b y th e  T u o l u m n e   C o u n t y   EMS  Agenc y  Medic a l  Director  
on  pre -ex ist ing  i n f u s i o n s   o f   tPA will  be perm it ted to moni tor them during 
int erf a cil it y tr ansport s.

B. Onl y those  A LS  ambul a nce  providers  approved  b y the  T u o l u m n e   C o u n t y   
EMS  Agen c y M edical Director  will  be  p ermitt ed  to  provide  the  servi c e  of  
pre -ex ist ing  i n f u s i o n s   o f   tPA during int e rf acil it y transpo rts.

C. P ati ents  who  are candid ates  for  pa ramedic  tr an sport  will  have  pre -ex ist ing  
i n f u s i o n s   o f   tPA  in  periphe ral  or  centr al  IV  li nes.  P rehospital  personnel
will  n ot  ini ti ate tPA infusions.

IV. PROCEDU RE:
A. All p a t i e n t s  w i l l  be maint ained on a cardia c m o n i t o r  and a non-inva sive 

bl o o d  pressure moni tor.

B. The  paramedi c  shall  rec eive  the  transfer ring  ord ers  from  the  transfer ring  
ph ysician prior  to  leaving the  s e nding hospital,  including a  tel ephone  number
where the transfer ring  and/or  base  hospital  ph ysician  c an  be  r e ached  
during  the pati ent  transport .  Transf errin g ph ysicians  must  be awa re of  the  
gen eral  scope of practi ce  of p aramedi cs. The writ ten orde rs must include t he
transfusion r at e.

C. Regulation  of  the  i n fusion  rate  will  be  withi n  the  paramete rs  defi ned  b y the 
transfer ring p h ysi cian.

D. Vital  signs  will  be  moni tored  and  documented  e ver y  1 5  mi nutes  and  
im mediatel y  if there is an y ch an ge in pat ient status.



           
Tuolumne County EMS Policy # 552.93

Page 2 of 2

E. The infusion shall be discontinued and Base Hospital Physician shall be 
contacted if:
1. Elevated BP: above 180 systolic or above 110 diastolic
2. Onset of severe headache/uncontrolled vomiting
3. Acute mental status change/seizure
4. Observed bleeding/hematemesis/epistaxis

V. CONTINUOUS Q UALIT Y IMPROVE MENT (CQI):
All  call s  will  be  audit ed  b y the  provid er  a gen c y  CQ I  pro cess.  Audits  will  
assess compl iance  with  ph ysici an  orders  and  T u o l u m n e   C o u n t y   E M S   A g e n c y   
p o l i c i e s ,  including base  h ospital  contact in emer genc y sit uati ons.   Reports will  
be sent t o the EMS  Agenc y as  reque sted.




