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11. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish the procedures which govern the supply,
re-supply, storage, reverse distribution, diversion prevention and loss of
controlled substances by Advanced Life Support {ALS) providers.

Ill. POLICY

A. All ALS personnel and ALS service providers are responsible for the security
of controlled substances in accordance with this policy and applicable state
and federal statutes and regulations.

B. When in-service each authorized Tuolumne County ALS ambulance shall be
stocked with one set of controlled substances consisting of:

1. Morphine sulfate .............................................................................. 60mg 
2. Midazolam ......................................................................................... 30 mg 
3. Fentanyl Citrate .................................................................. 600 mcg 

C. Controlled substances shall be supplied in tamper evident vials or ampules.

D. The EMS Medical Director shall approve the ordering of all controlled
substances and issue a DEA Form 222 and/or prescription as needed.

E. All controlled substances shall be delivered to the EMS Medical Director or
designee for inspection and inventory prior to distribution to ALS providers.

F. All controlled substances shall be tracked, on Tuolumne County EMS Agency
Form 439.01, from issuance of DEA Form 222 and/or prescription to
distribution to ALS providers by the EMS Medical Director or designee.
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V. 

the site. The Form 439.02 shall be signed by the Paramedic disposing of 
the controlled substance and witnessed by a physician, RN, pharmacist or 
physicians assistant. 

2. If the receiving hospital is not an approved reverse distribution site, the
excess controlled substances shall be taken to Adventist Health Sonora 
(AHS)  for disposal in accordance with hospital policy. The Form 439.02 
shall be signed by the Paramedic disposing of the controlled
substance and witnessed by a physician, RN, pharmacist or physicians 
assistant.

B. If damage to a controlled substance container has caused a loss of the
substance or has possibly compromised the safety or sterility, the controlled
substance shall be replaced immediately. The damaged container and a
completed Form 439.02 must be placed in a tamper evident container (e.g. a
self-sealing plastic bag or other engineered device) and placed into a locked
metal container within the secure location designated in Section Ill (G) of this
policy. The Form 439.02 shall be signed by the Paramedic disposing of the
damaged container and witnessed by a Paramedic or EMT. The Paramedic
replacing the damaged container shall immediately report the damaged
container to their supervisor. An Unusual Occurrence Report shall be filed
with the Tuolumne County EMS Agency. The damaged container placed in a
locked metal container within the secure location designated in Section Ill (G)
of this policy shall be disposed of at an approved reverse distribution site
within an appropriate time period.

MISSING OR TAMPERED CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

A. If at any time the controlled substances appear to have been tampered with
or if the count is incorrect and the missing substance(s) cannot be accounted
for, Paramedics responsible for controlled substances on that unit shall:

1. Immediately inform their supervisor of the incident.

2. The supervisor shall immediately notify the EMS Medical Director or
designee

3. The supervisor shall notify the local law enforcement agency, if
appropriate.

4. An Unusual Occurrence Report, shall be filed with the EMS Agency within
twenty-four (24) hours, including the law enforcement case number, if
applicable,

5. The EMS Agency Medical Director will determine if the Drug Enforcement
Administration, United States Department of Justice, is to be notified,
utilizing Form 106 referring to theft and loss of a controlled substance.
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