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on the cover . . . Main Street in Jamestown was the first paved street in
Tuolumne County and was formerly a part of the 1918 Highway.
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A very early view of Jamestown as sketched by artist David W. Nayson. The circular tent to
the right may have housed the courtroom of Alcalde George F. James, for whom Jamestown
is named. Drawing courtesy of Sharon Marovich.
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Chapter 1: Yesterday and Today

he Jamestown area has gone down in history as the
place where all three of Tuolumne County’s gold rushes
began. Although gold was found on the Stanislaus River in
June of 1848, it was in August of 1848 along the banks of
Woods Creek that the first gold strike by Americans took
place. Mexican miners had already established camps
along the Stanislaus River and were working their way up
Woods Creek where they would ultimately found the town of
Sonora in mid-March of 1849. Word spread quickly about
the rich diggings in the Southern Mines near Jamestown
and Argonauts from throughout the world were drawn to the
area where they hastily erected tents for shelter and
businesses.
By the spring of 1849, when the easily mined gold had
disappeared, the settlement moved about a mile up Woods
Creek to the site of present day Jamestown. Among the
tents and temporary shelters was the imposing tent of
Colonel George James, a San Francisco lawyer who was
elected alcalde, the Spanish title for chief administrator of
an area. His tent held a well-stocked bar, hotel and a
trading post. Colonel James lavished champagne on the
miners, in keeping with his pretentious lifestyle, and they
honored him by naming the town after him. When his
extensive mining speculation failed, both investors and
miners were shocked and angry to learn that Colonel

James and his wife had slipped
away in the dark of night.
As a way to vent their anger, the
townspeople voted to change the
name of the town to “American
Camp” but it was not long before the
familiar Jimtown name reappeared.
Geographically, Jamestown was
centrally located amongst the many
mining districts and as such it
became a trading and transportation
center. Sonora had been named the
county seat in 1850, and when it
again came to a vote in April of
1855, the people of Jamestown
were greatly disappointed that the
honor did not come to them. At that
time there were about 30 different
stores
and
businesses
in
Jamestown, including a bank, livery
stable, doctors’ offices, drug stores,
bakeries, butcher shops, two
churches, a day and night school,
Masonic Hall, hotels and many
saloons. Some of the saloons were

The Hotel Nevills built in 1897, circa 1913.
Photo courtesy of the Tuolumne County Museum, TP6241.
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considered very fine for their time. Several had billiard
tables and one boasted a ten-pin bowling alley.
Like most of the Gold Rush camps, Jamestown was not
immune to fires that would arise due to the overcrowded
conditions and use of flammable building materials.
One of the larger fires was in October of 1855, with losses
estimated at $75,000. Fire had a cleansing effect in some
ways, causing more permanent buildings to be constructed.
By this time, some of the early pioneers knew that they
wanted to be permanent residents and families began to
settle in the town.
At the height of the Gold Rush, the population in and
around Jamestown was estimated to be 6,000. This figure
plummeted rapidly, as it did in other Gold Rush towns, in
tandem with a decrease in placer mining success. This
rapid rise and fall in the population mimics what was
happening in all of Tuolumne County and California’s gold
region. After a population high in 1852 of 17,657, Tuolumne
County’s population started a decline in 1860, reaching a
low of 6,082 thirty years later. Jamestown was also known
for its drift mines in the nearby Table Mountain. The drift
mines provided some economic support for the community
into the 1880s. Of more importance was when Jamestown
and the surrounding area experienced a “second gold rush,”
from about 1890 to 1915 with the increase of hardrock or
quartz mining. This second gold rush was led by Captain
William A. Nevills’ Rawhide Mine and other ventures in the
area.

The
Sierra
Railroad
reached
Jamestown in 1897, bringing an
even greater wave of revival and
growth and reviving the town as a
transportation
and
commercial
center. With the new mode of
transportation available, the timber
industry in Tuolumne County was
given impetus by linking the major
lumber regions to the railroad in
Jamestown. Nevills built his grand
Chinese-style hotel in Jamestown
next to the terminal of the Sierra
Railroad, which was the jumping off
point for travelers. In an agreement
with the railroad, John Pereira and
G. A. Leland began to subdivide
acreage around Jamestown which
led to its further expansion.
Booms and busts characterized the
gold mining industry during the early
twentieth century. By 1942, the
United States government had
closed most of the mines as nonessential war-related industries. In
the 1980s, Jamestown again
became a mining center when the
Sonora Mining Corporation reopened the Harvard Mine. The
Harvard Mine closed permanently in
1994.
Main Street at Willow Street, circa 1910.
Photo courtesy of the Tuolumne
County Museum, TP6250A.
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As the economy has changed from one focused on
mining activities to tourism, Jamestown has evolved
into the community it is today. The construction of
the Highway 49 bypass took Jamestown out of the
mainstream of travel and insured a relatively
unchanged historic Main Street. Jamestown, like
the rest of Tuolumne County, has evolved into a
weekend getaway for residents of the Central
Valley, as well as a vacation spot for many
residents of more populated areas. Jamestown is
the first community many travelers reach within the
County. Many travelers stop in Jamestown to walk
through the historic downtown area, enjoy antiquing
and, participate in a historic experience at the 26acre living museum at Railtown 1897 State Historic
Park or enjoy a wide variety of dining experiences.
The Main Street corridor remains the commercial core of
Jamestown. It continues to contain many historically
significant buildings that mark the evolution of Jamestown
from a mining camp during the mid-1850s to the present
day. One of the challenges facing Jamestown business
owners and residents is the ongoing struggle to retain the
character and flavor of the historic Main Street while
keeping it a vibrant commercial center for the community. A
dinner out at one of Jamestown’s fine restaurants, shopping
for a birthday gift in one of the unique shops, or running into
the local grocery store for a few things for dinner — All
these things represent what Jamestown has to offer to
tourists and residents. The challenge of keeping the history
alive and retaining the link to the past makes Jamestown
one of the special Mother Lode communities.

Rocca Park gazebo built in 1980s.
Photo 2007.

These Design Guidelines
pull together,
in one place, the
characteristics of
Jamestown that make it
unique and keep it
architecturally
interesting and
vibrant.

Main Street at
Willow Street.
Photo 2008.
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Summary
These Design Guidelines are organized to serve these
important purposes:
•

Create guidelines to preserve historic, visual and cultural
resources;

•

Encourage developers of new commercial and
residential projects within the Jamestown Community to
use the Mother Lode architectural style of 1850 to 1935
in the design of their projects so as to create a link
between the past and the future; and

•

Encourage proper restoration and rehabilitation of
historic buildings;

•

Direct community growth in a manner that is compatible
with the historical land development of Jamestown.

•

Protect property values; and

•

Perpetuate
heritage.

Jamestown’s

authentic

architectural

These Design Guidelines are not intended to be a strict
limitation on the type of development that may be
permissible within the community. It is, however, intended
to constitute a series of standards for determining whether a
proposed development generally conforms to the type of
architecture that was prevalent in Tuolumne County during
the 1930s. New development should be similar in
appearance to the examples used in these Design
Guidelines.

No historical buildings shall be torn
down,
demolished,
destroyed,
altered, modified, restored, or
otherwise changed in exterior
appearance except as hereinafter
provided.
The :D (Design Control Combining)
District consists of the Central
Business District, some residential
areas and the Highway 108/49
corridor. All buildings situated within
the boundaries of this Design
Review Area hereafter constructed
should, in such exterior styling,
conform to the guidelines contained
herein.
The general policies which shall be
instrumental in the application of
these Design Guidelines include the
following:
•

Encourage cooperation with
private
developers,
private
landowners, business owners,
corporations and the community
to retain the unique historical
character of this Historic District.

•

These Design Guidelines are not
meant to limit the type of new

Main Street at Seco Street,
circa 1940s.
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development, as long as the proposed development
does not significantly detract from the Historic District.
•

•

All exterior appearances of new and existing buildings
should be similar to the photographs and descriptions
contained herein or other types of Mother Lode
architectural style.
New buildings should have a primary roofline which
resembles the buildings shown by photographs included
herein.

•

Parking areas should be located where they are least
visible from the front or prominent view of any building or
street. Where parking areas are in view, screening with
vegetation, fencing or walls should be provided to
minimize the visual impact.

•

The retention of authentic historic signs is encouraged to
identify former use(s) of the building.

•

Landscaping should be sufficient to break up large areas
of paving and to provide screened views, while
enhancing the appearance of the property.

•

Every effort should be made to place communication
and mechanical equipment, trash receptacles, and
propane tanks in an inconspicuous location or screen
these facilities where relocation is not possible.

•

Utilities shall be placed underground.

To grasp the concept of the Mother
Lode
architectural
style,
the
following
chapters
provide
background.
These chapters are key to
understanding the practical use of
these Design Guidelines and are
summarized below.

Chapter 2 – Historical Area
Inventory:
The inventory of
Jamestown’s historical sites was
conducted in 1983 under a survey
grant from the California Office of
Historic Preservation and locally
donated services. The survey was
completed under the direction of
Julia
Costello,
a
Registered
Professional Archaeologist, who
was assisted by a team of local
people. The inventoried sites were
selected on the basis of several
criteria: 1) date of construction; 2)
lack of alterations; 3) historic use of
the building; 4) historic association
with important events or people of
Jamestown; and 5) geographic
area. Survey results were presented
to the landowners to validate the
historic data base and to include
material held by the owners.

The Hadley Building at 18202 Main Street,
built in the early 1850s, before (above left)
and after (right 2007) illustrates a successful
Design Review project. A commercial
business is located on the bottom floor and
an apartment is located above.
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An update of the resources included
in the 1983 Jamestown Historic
Sites Inventory will be conducted.
Additional resources will be also
documented and a contextual
history of Jamestown will be
prepared.

Chapter
3 –
Composition:

Land

The
Jamestown
Branch Jail
in Rocca
Park.
Photo 2008.

Use

This chapter
includes a description of the
prevalent land use composition
found in the Jamestown Area.
Examples of these land uses include
single-family residences, multiplefamily residences, commercial and
industrial.

Chapter 4 – Planning Your Project: This new chapter
of the Design Guidelines was developed to assist applicants
with a step-by-step process.

Chapter 5 – Design Criteria: This Chapter presents the
design principles which were used during the development
of Gold Rush era townsites. These criteria are to be used in
formulating and assessing proposals. Recommendations
are general, leaving specific or detailed interpretations up to
the user. This approach is intended to give the user
flexibility and encourage imaginative and efficient design
approaches.

The suggestions
included in these Design
Guidelines are not intended
to be absolute requirements,
but rather are informative
and illustrative guidelines to
assist in the local decision
making process.

Main Street facing north, circa 1941.
Photo courtesy of the Tuolumne County Museum, TP4813.
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Chapter Two

HISTORIC RESOURCES
The townsite of Jamestown, particularly the area along
Main Street, retains some of the more important and
visually distinctive historic buildings in Tuolumne County.
Nine of the 61 sites included in the 1983
Jamestown Historic Sites Inventory are of
the early 1850s vintage and have survived
over 150 years of changeable fortunes. A
larger number of the buildings were
constructed during the economic boom in
Jamestown dating from 1890 – 1920. It
was during this time when the hardrock
mines were reactivated and the Sierra
Railroad was the County’s major
transportation link to the rest of California.
The range of historic sites recorded in the
1983 Jamestown Historic Sites Inventory
include examples of all phases of the
town’s past, as well as of its varied cultural
and social activities. The historic buildings,
both
individually
and
collectively,
constitute a unique and valuable cultural,
economic and visual resource, not only for
the use and enjoyment of local citizens,
but for visitors and tourists as well.

The Emporium
Building at
18180 Main
Street:
at left 19351967 and
above in 2007.
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Residence at 18205 Seco Street.
Photo 2007.

Chapter Three

LAND USE
COMPOSITION
Building types can be classified according
to specific categories for identification and
discussion purposes. Because there has
not been a system with which to classify the
design characteristics of Mother Lode
architectural style, the following system has
been formulated.
The foothill and mountain mining towns of the Mother Lode
grew exponentially as the miners discovered new gold
deposits. The typical east-west, north-south grid pattern of
street layout was ignored, and town layout corresponded to
mining claim boundaries, the presence or absence of
bedrock, and variable terrain. Streets, houses, and
commercial buildings were built along these more random
lines to serve the growing population.

or corrugated iron. Today, fireproof materials must be used to
reduce fire hazard, but include
fire-proof shakes and metal.
• Louvered, wooden shutters were
found on many dwellings, painted
a color contrasting with the main
building.
•

Siding was commonly shiplap,
clapboard, or vertical board and
batten.
The
former
were
frequently painted white or grey,
or red oxide and subtle yellows.
Board and batten was most often
left unpainted.

•

Porches were protected by a shed
roof and supported by pillars.

Single-Family Residences
The following features were common to the early one- and
two-story residential dwellings:
• Roofs were hipped or gabled or were trimmed inside with
bargeboards and bore an ornamental peak at their apex
with a moderate to steep pitch on the main building. They
were most often covered with wooden shakes or shingles

Residence at 18194 Seco Street. Photo 2007.
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•

Turned porch pillars
were common with
others being square
timbers
sometimes
chamfered with a
draw-knife.

•

Most porches had
railings with turned or
jig-sawed
balusters
supporting the long
railing. Some porches
had open latticed trim
along the top and
sides.

Manufactured
homes are now
available in a
variety of styles
and sizes and
have many
features that may
meet these
Design
Guidelines. This
home has an
attached garage,
with a doublegable roofline and
a covered porch.

•
The illustration
to the left
depicts a model
of a two-story
manufactured
home with an
attached garage.
This home
features a
combination of
building
materials,
including
horizontal
lapped board
and rock siding.

This singlestory
manufactured
home has a
single-gable
roofline, a
covered porch
and a two-car
garage set
back from the
road. What
makes this
manufactured
home unique
is that it is
fully handicap
accessible.
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Multiple-Family Residences
Early multiple-family residential buildings were
comprised mainly of boarding houses, inns,
hotels
and
way-houses
for
travelers.
Contemporary apartments and duplexes can still
be built within the exterior façade similar to these
early hostels.
The following features were common to the early
multiple-family residences:
•

One- and two-story buildings were popular.

•

Hipped and gabled rooflines with shed roofed
porches were common.

This cross-gabled house features a
covered porch with turned posts
and brackets.

•

Some of the more elaborate roofs had steeples, spires
and intricate gable and eave trimming.

•

Stained glass feature windows were sometimes found.

The following elements should be
considered:

•

The external appearance was often the same as a
single-family residence.

•

•

Both upper and lower porches had turned or square
support columns and banisters.

Garages, carports and other
accessory structures should
emulate the main buildings in
architectural style and building
materials.
•

Refuse
disposal
areas, playgrounds,
recreational facilities
and parking lots
serving the multiplefamily
residences
should be screened
from view.

This two-story duplex has many
architectural design features that
are encouraged within the
community, including a doublegable roofline, a portico entrance
with brackets and a bargeboard,
mullioned windows, and the
appearance of a single-family
residence.
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Commercial Buildings
Many Mother Lode business buildings were large,
imposing, two and three-stories. Often they were
separate buildings, each containing individual
trades, markets, or enterprises.
Although most buildings were wooden, brick and
masonry exterior walls were also used for security
and for their fire resistance.
Roof styles varied from gable roofs, some with
false fronts, to hip and shed roofs. Roofing
materials included wooden shakes, shingles, and
corrugated-iron.
Covered sidewalks were frequently present with porches
supported by turned or square columns. Columns were
sometimes “sway-braced.” Canvas awnings can be
substituted for, or added to, porches.
The following elements
commercial buildings:

should

be

considered

•

Use wooden walkways where
the walkway will be protected
from the weather by a covered
porch or awning, or use
materials that simulate wood.
Stone, brick or stamped concrete
are also suitable walkway
materials.

•

Pave
parking
areas
with
materials other than asphalt,
such as brick, pavers or stamped
concrete.

•

Incorporate wood stops for
parking blocks, or a material that
simulates wood.

•

Retain the site’s natural features
wherever possible, such as
mature landscaping, native rock
and land contours.

•

Advertise your business using
signs of appropriate size and
style for the building or
development.

•

Separate large windows and
door glass into smaller panes by
mullions.

for

•

Create a walking mall between buildings which would
simulate a town street.

•

Retain historic walls.

The Royal Carriage Inn at 18239 Main Street was built
in 1925 and was once the R.W. Rushing
Hotel.
Photo 2007.

The Fowler-Morenga House, photo 2007, at
18351 Main Street was built in the 1890s.
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•

Install a central trash collection structure
which blends with the design features of
the building.

•

Light standards should be of the post and
lamp type that are approximately 14 feet
in height.

•

Employ indirect lighting.

•

Use landscaping, such as trees and
shrubs, to break up, screen and shade
large parking areas.

•

Simulate a separation of buildings by:
•

Using a variety of architectural
design features, such as adding a
second story porch or roof, or break
up the roofline by adding a gable roof or dormers.

•

Using a variety of textures, such as brick, stone,
painted or natural wood.

•

Breaking up a large façade with a variety of
historic colors and tone patterns. Brighter colors
should be limited for use as accents.

•

Varying the height of buildings in a manner that
is compatible with surrounding buildings.

18141 Main Street.
Photo 2007.

Windows
were
divided by
mullions
into small
panes.

Place modern necessities,
such as trash receptacles
and propane tanks, in
inconspicuous locations
and provide screening to
further block them from
view and place other
utilities underground.
The garden at the FowlerMorenga House at 18351
Main Street helps to
distract from the propane
tank that is visible from
the roadway and the
driveway.
Photo 2008.
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Fueling Stations &
Take-Out Restaurants
Today’s transportation centers around
the personal vehicle, making it as
much a part of today’s life as horses
and mules were during Gold Rush
times. It is sometimes necessary to
locate gasoline service stations in the
midst of Historic Districts, just as livery stables, blacksmith
shops, and feed stores were similarly located in Gold Rush
times. In keeping with the Mother Lode architectural style:
•

Exterior appearance should be completely in keeping
with the surrounding historic buildings.

•

Exterior finishes should be in accord with those in the
commercial district. Fire-safe materials may be used
whose appearance is compatible with Mother Lode
architectural style.

•

Service can be provided in conjunction with another
commercial use, the building being in accord with
historic commercial areas.

•

Inappropriate signage and massive lighted areas create
a negative impact to the Historic District.

•

Paving in front of buildings should be kept to a minimum
necessary for ingress and egress.

•

Accessory signing should be limited to very small
window or interior display.

•

Permanent exterior
discouraged.

•

Every effort should be made to place garage openings in
the rear or inconspicuous areas.

displays

of

merchandise

Industrial Buildings
Jamestown’s industrial buildings are
presently located on the outskirts of
the commercial center.
•

Industrial businesses were often
housed in large warehouses.

•

Many early warehouses were of
masonry construction, which can
provide
a
cooler
working
environment in the hot summer
foothills.

•

Stone or brick buildings provided
security for valuable materials
and tools and a degree of fire
resistance.

•

Large wooden and iron doors
provided additional security.

•

Other types of construction for
industrial buildings, such as
wooden frame buildings, were
used and corrugated metal was
used for siding as well as for
roofing.

are

The gas station at left
and above shows that
such facilities can be
designed to blend in
with the community
while still providing
the necessary
services and
attracting customers.

•

Adequate parking facilities
should be located behind
industrial
buildings
where
possible.

•

Parking areas should be
screened
by
berms,
vegetation, fences or walls.
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Main Street circa 1950s.
Photo courtesy of the Tuolumne
County Museum, TP11770.

Chapter Four

PLANNING YOUR
PROJECT
When you are considering a renovation project or new
construction, there are a number of issues to consider
as you design your project. Before getting to the
individual design criteria, it is important to have an
understanding of the historic or architectural value of your
building or site. The following step-by-step process for
planning projects is directed mainly towards projects within
the commercial core of Jamestown; however, the same
basic concepts can be applied to residential projects, as
well.
Remember that a Design Review Permit is not the same as
a Building Permit. A Design Review Permit is processed by
the Planning Division, whereas a Building Permit is
processed by the Building and Safety Division. If both a
Design Review Permit and a Building Permit are required,
the Building Permit cannot be issued until the Design
Review Permit has been issued. Depending upon the
complexity of a project, a Design Review Permit and a
Building Permit can be processed concurrently to expedite
your project. If your project is one that does not require a
Building Permit, such as minor repairs or exterior painting,
you must still apply for a Design Review Permit.
Find out the application deadline(s) that apply to your
project. Missing an application deadline can potentially
delay the processing of your application. The Jamestown
Area Planning Commission (JAPC) meets once a month
and the application deadline is typically at least four (4)
weeks prior to the meeting date. Keep in mind, as well, that
the Historic Preservation Review Commission (HPRC) also

meets once a month. If your project
must be reviewed by the HPRC and
you have missed their application
deadline, it may also delay
consideration by the JAPC.

Step One:
Determine the Building’s
Historic Qualities
If your project consists of a
modification to an existing building,
you will need to consider if the
building is historically significant and
how you should approach your
project with respect to the original
features of the building. You will
also need to consider how the
building
interacts
with
other
buildings within the immediate
vicinity. If your building is historic,
you will want to take special
precautions to preserve, restore and
enhance the original architectural
features. If your building is one that
contributes to the visual character of
the community, but not the historical
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character of the area, you should be most concerned
about how the renovation will relate to other buildings in
the area. If your project is for a new building, you will
need to consider how the new design relates to
surrounding buildings. Does your design employ some
of the same design elements that other buildings in the
area use, so that your building will “fit in” once
construction is completed?

Step Two:
Review the Basic Characteristics of the
Surrounding Buildings
These important features contribute to the visual
continuity of the Main Street corridor:
1. Two-story and three-story buildings that have
cornices that align at the same height.
2. Storefront display windows are at the same height to
create another line. This is sometimes reinforced
with awnings that also align. There is a clear
distinction between upper floors and lower floor: on
the first floor is mostly glass, whereas the upper floors
are more solid.
3. Storefronts align at the sidewalk edge. Façades are not
set back from the adjoining buildings.
4. Second- and third-story windows are often spaced the
same as on nearby buildings, creating a distinct pattern.
5. Similar decorations, such as cornice brackets, are also
repeated in patterns. Many details are repeated on
different buildings throughout the downtown area.
The Daigle Stable at 18170
Main Street was built in 1883
and later remodeled.
Photo 2007.

The Jamestown Methodist Church at
18193 Seco Street was built in pre1861. Photo 2007.

6. Similar building materials, create
continuity. Sandstone appears
frequently as ornamentation.
Patterns of stone window sill and
lintels are common.
7. Because most buildings are built
to a similar width, their façades
create a clear pattern along the
street.
8. Signs are subordinate to the
buildings.
9. Buildings at street corners are
usually larger than those in midblock, and they tend to have
more ornamentation.
The basic characteristics that were
just listed are very important. These
guidelines and more are addressed
in Chapter 5: Design Criteria. They
form the basis of many guidelines
for
renovations
and
new
construction, because it is the
repetition of similar elements that
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we interpret as “visual continuity.” We wish to preserve the
inherent historic elements of individual buildings as a
cultural record for future generations, but we also wish to
preserve the sense of “district” that exists in Jamestown as
a special place.
By relating to these characteristics, one can develop
different design solutions that will be compatible with the
Design Review Area. Much of what we associate as a
“style” has to do with details and ornamentation. Copying
historic details is the wrong way to achieve compatibility
with historic structures and buildings. Designing with the
basic relationships of size, materials and patterns is actually
what ties the buildings of the district together.

Step Three:
Look at the Relationships of Surrounding
Buildings
You will find similar elements on many of the buildings in
your block, that when repeated add to the visual unity of the
district. Do cornices align at the same height to form a
strong horizontal band along the street? Are second story
windows spaced evenly on most buildings to create a
pattern that ties the buildings together? What other
similarities exist among the buildings that contribute to the
character of the area? Now consider how your design might
reinforce those existing characteristics.

Step Four:
Evaluate Your Building’s Existing Façade
Design
Ask yourself these questions to help organize your thinking
about the existing façade design:
Are the historic features visible and
shown to their best advantage? Are
details, such as cornice moldings,
window arches, and door trim exposed
to view or have they been covered? Do
the original details need repair? Has
maintenance been neglected?

be working with the others to create
the best image for your business.
Plan your façade
to direct the
customer’s eye in a sequence that
will convey the information you
want.

Step Five:
Study the Design Guidelines
Before developing your design
concept, read the guidelines to gain
an overview of its content. Some will
be more relevant than others to your
particular project, but it is a good
idea to get a feel for all of the
guidelines.

Step Six:
Read County Regulations,
Check Your Zoning District,
and Ask Questions
The Tuolumne County Ordinance
Code, is available online on the
County’s website or at the
Development Information Center at
the
Community
Development
Department (CDD). Ask a Planner
to check the zoning district of your
parcel. If your parcel is within the
Design Control Combining (:D)
district, your project is subject to
these Design Guidelines. If your
The Rosenthal Saloon at 18255
Main Street was originally
built in 1905 and
rebuilt after a fire
in 1985.
Photo
2007.

Do all the components of the façade –
signs, windows, entry, etc. – work
together as a single composition to
present a unified image for the building
and your business? Does the sign
direct your eye where you want it to –
such as to the display window or entry?
Each component of the façade should
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parcel is also within the Historic Combining (:H) or Historic
Design Preservation Combining (:HDP) districts, your
project will first be considered by the Historic Preservation
Review Commission (HPRC). Many of the buildings within
the Design Review Area have been included in the 1983
Jamestown Historic Sites Inventory and it is highly
recommended that you review the evaluation of your
building within the Historic Inventory prior to designing your
project.
If you have an idea developed for your project, discuss it
with a Planner, and, if necessary, a Building Inspector. This
can be an excellent opportunity to obtain valuable
information regarding your parcel specifically, more details
about the application process and applicable deadlines.

Step Seven:
Submit Your Project to the Planning Division
of the Community Development Department
for Review for Completeness
Submitting an incomplete application will delay the
processing of your project. Consider including the following
with your other required application materials:

•
•
•
•
•

Plans for your proposed project;
Current photos of your building from all sides;
Photos of the original building, if applicable;
Paint chips/samples and names for all proposed colors
with notes concerning which ones would be used, for
example, for the body color or for the trim color;
Illustrations/samples of building materials such as
roofing materials, siding, doors, windows, etc.;
The Marengo Building at 18145
Main Street was built in 1854.
Photo 2007.

• Illustrations/diagrams of deco•

rative details like brackets or
railings; and
Illustrations or photos of fencing
styles or stone/brick work.

Step Eight:
Attend Any Scheduled
Meetings
Once your project has been
scheduled for consideration by
either the HPRC or the JAPC, you
will receive notification of the date,
time and place of the meeting. It is
always recommended that you or
your agent attend any meeting
during which your project is
scheduled for consideration to be
able to provide the Commissioners
with information if requested. The
HPRC or the JAPC may request
changes to your project. Some of
the changes can be made through a
condition
of
approval,
but
sometimes consideration of a
project may be postponed to allow
for revisions. If this is the case be
sure to get clear direction from the
Commissioners as to what they are
requesting.

Step Nine:
When Can You Start Your
Project?
If
the
JAPC
approves
or
conditionally approves your project,
the Design Review Permit will go
into effect 10 days after approval.
Once the Design Review Permit is
effective, a Building Permit (if
needed) may also be issued,
subject to completion of any
conditions that may be required
prior to issuance of the Building
Permit.

Elements that create the downtown streetscape
include landscaping, street furniture and lighting
fixtures and standards, as well as siding materials.
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Chapter Five

DESIGN CRITERIA
DESIGN CRITERIA 1
Building Height
The height of a new, modified or restored building
must relate to the height of surrounding development.

Complementary
building
heights

This element is one of the more important
considerations in the design of new buildings or
additions to existing buildings. While the varied
heights of buildings can mix with each other in visually
interesting ways, a building that is significantly taller
than the adjacent buildings can seriously disrupt the
existing scale of the area. With the possible exception
of very important civic or cultural facilities, which could
act as visual landmarks, new development within the
Design Review Area should complement the existing
patterns of building height. Existing height
relationships should be maintained and additions
which distract from the building’s appearance are to
be avoided.
Balanced building
proportions

DESIGN CRITERIA 2
Building Proportion
The width and height of new, modified or restored
buildings should be compatible with the existing
adjacent buildings.
The relationship of the width and height of a building
façade as well as its overall proportions should be designed
so as not to overwhelm or strongly contrast with that of
adjacent development. This principle is especially true in
historic areas where these relationships were established
over time. The existing pattern of narrow lots and relatively
high and narrow individual building façades can be easily
disrupted by new buildings with wide, disproportionate
dimensions. Also, the existing pattern of narrow and
relatively high façade openings, such as windows and
doorways, can be drastically impacted by wide,
undifferentiated windows (such as large, plate-glass and

store-front
windows)
and
similar sized building entrances.
Such negative impacts may be
avoided by breaking up new or
altered building masses into smaller
units of scale to better relate to
building
scale
and
existing
conditions, and by designing façade
details to conform to similar
proportional requirements.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 3
Spacing of Buildings
Building spacing is the relationship of sequences of
buildings and building masses, and the spaces between
them, to one another, and to the overall development
pattern.
In walking or driving past a series of buildings, the
perceived rhythm of recurrent building masses and the
spaces between them establish a strong visual pattern. This
visual pattern was common in the typical historic business
district in sequences of individual buildings (which
are part of larger building masses, or blocks of
structures) and the streets that divide them. Outside
of the downtown area, an open pattern exists with a
regular, smaller scale pattern of buildings and
adjacent open spaces.

The gate and awning above
bridge the gap between the two
buildings on either side.

DESIGN CRITERIA 4
Building Scale

Main Street in the
morning. Photo 2007.

Scale is created by structural height, mass, and
proportion as it relates to the shape and substance
of a townsite, to the particulars of vehicular and pedestrian
circulations, and to open areas. A balance of a variety of
elements helps to communicate a familiar sense of scale to
the pedestrian and to the motorist. This sense of scale has
a direct impact on the “feel” of a town or community.
Main Street.
Photo 2008.

Historic
architectural
elements
common
in
Mother
Lode
communities which relate buildings
and structural mass to a comfortable
human
dimension
include
balustered porches on residential
buildings, the prevalent use of brick
and
three-dimensional
brick
detailing, such as dentils and
cornices on building façades, and
the use of canopies and balconies.
New buildings or renovations of
existing
buildings
should
communicate
a
scale
which
respects and fits with the identity,
use, and characteristics of the
immediate area where it is being
placed, and also with the Design
Review Area as a whole.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 5
Color and Tone
The colors and tones used on new, modified or
restored buildings should relate to the historic
color palettes already established by adjacent
buildings.
The predominant colors and tone variations of a
building or group of buildings within an area
may be natural to the materials used in exterior
construction. These may be wood, brick or
stone, or a combination of intrinsic and applied
materials such as stained wood. Various tones
may also be created by the weathering of
natural materials and/or artificial surface
colorings.
The use of historically correct color and accent
choices can introduce variety and charm,
whereas the indiscriminate use of colors and
color combinations can overload the senses and produce
visual conflict and chaos.

Above: The Marliani Building
at 18258 Main Street was built
in the mid-1910s. Photo 2008.

Exercise caution in the use of colors
and tone combinations and their
patterns. The goal is to achieve an
area-wide complementary blend of
background colors combined with
selected and limited use of primary
and focal colors. Avoid colors which
strongly contrast with the adjacent
building colors and the established
downtown color schemes as a
whole. Contrasting colors can also
be used to accent an entryway.
Corporate colors and tones shall
also comply with the provisions of
these criteria.
This entrance to the Rocca building
at 18232 Main Street utilizes a
neutral body color and brighter
colors of red, green and gold are
reserved as accents on the door and
window trim. The two urn planters
on each side help to highlight the
entrance. Photo 2008.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 6
Construction Materials
Construction materials used on the exterior of a new,
modified or restored building should be compatible with the
materials used on adjacent existing buildings and structures
of the Design Review Area as a whole.

Beveled Board
Siding

Tongue and
Groove Siding

Lapped Board
Siding

Shiplap Siding

There are a myriad of building materials which are available
on the market today; many of them are appropriate and
some are not. The primary materials used in exterior
construction include brick, tin, plaster, cast iron detailing,
wood siding, concrete, local mine rock, stone, and cinder
blocks if camouflaged.
A building may offer a subtle or strong contrast to an
adjacent building as a result of the type of various materials
used in its construction. In the Design Review Area where
the use of brick or wood siding and various materials with
plaster or paint covering predominates, compatibility with
similar exterior construction materials in the immediate area
is recommended in order to maintain the distinct character
and harmony of the area.

Shiny metallic or obviously nonhistoric appearing material shall be
avoided wherever possible. For
example, in window and door
construction,
wood
sash,
or
windows that give the appearance
of wood should be used in the
remodeling of older buildings
whenever wood was the original
material.
This
maintains
the
building’s consistence of character.
On brick or plaster façades the
original brick or wood and/or cast
iron window detailing should be
respected in new construction.

The appropriate
use of locally
available
materials, such as
marble, slate,
granite, schist
and field stone, is
encouraged. Iron
fire doors provide
security and
recall buildings of
the 19th century.

New buildings which are proposed
for the Design Review Area
should respect the use of
materials
and
material
combinations which presently
exist.
Prefabricated metal buildings shall
be prohibited unless designed to
conform to façades meeting
historic characteristics.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 7
Building Projections
Three dimensional architectural features
which project out from the façades of new
or modified buildings should be compatible
with similar projections already common to
existing buildings.
Moving past a sequence of buildings and
structures from the perspective of a
pedestrian or motorist, a rhythm develops
of building entrances, windows, canopies,
and occasionally balcony or porch projections, at an
intimate scale. These details reflect historic architectural
patterns which are unique examples of Mother Lode
architectural style. In addition, their incorporation into the
design of buildings adds considerable visual interest to
what otherwise would be flat and monotonous building
façades.

The cornices and canopies of the
two adjoining buildings above are
aligned.

New and modified or restored buildings should feature
similar architectural projections where appropriate, and
their detail design should respect existing patterns.

DESIGN CRITERIA 8
Roofs and Parapets
Roof and parapet forms or shapes proposed for new, or
modified or restored buildings or structures should
complement those of existing buildings and structures.
The buildings in Jamestown have gabled, hip, or flat roofs.
The contrast of roof shapes may present a visually
interesting sequence of forms or, on the other hand, present
a chaotic, disorganized sequence of forms totally unrelated
to existing patterns and to each other. A common failure in
designing new buildings or additions to older buildings is
often due to a poor visual relationship resulting from a
radical change in roof pitch or shape standards.
The predominant parapet forms are either flat, stepped, or,
in a limited number of cases, peaked. All three patterns are
usually found as upper-story “false fronts” which present a
visually higher façade than the actual building size.

Above: The Butterfield House at 18148
Main Street was built in 1906 and
features a gable-on-hipped roof with
gable projections. Photo 2007.

Architectural details such as brick
dentils, ornate cornices, and in the
case of the peak form, neo-classic
pediment design embellish and add
interest to the variety of existing
shapes. The contrasts of parapet
designs may, as in the case of roof
shapes,
present
a
visually
interesting
yet
harmonious
sequence. The wrong combinations
can achieve exactly the opposite
effect. Avoid introducing new
parapet designs which dramatically
contrast with those of existing area
buildings.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 9
Lighting
Lighting arrangements and the use of various standards
of exterior lighting on building façades, entrances, and
advertising can both enhance and add charm to existing
or new buildings and adjacent streets.
Pedestrian walkway (sidewalk) lighting on the main
streets should be designed to provide good visibility.
Parking area lighting should be subdued, but should be
bright enough to provide for safety. All lighting should be
directed downward, be energy-efficient, and should
resemble historic fixtures.
Exterior
building
lighting
illuminates
entrances,
pedestrian walkways, and
advertising on new, modified,
restored or existing buildings
or structures. Building lighting
should be much smaller and
lower in power wattage than
all three of the above
standards. The use of
energy-efficient lighting is
encouraged and building
lighting should be compatible
with the street lighting.
Individual building lighting
schemes should not attract
too much attention away from
the primary lighting systems

The sign above at 18239 Main
Street is illuminated by two
small spot lights positioned in
an inconspicuous manner.

which provide street and walkway
illumination. In addition, building
lighting should be subdued and
indirect whenever possible with the
light source(s) hidden from direct
pedestrian and motorist view.
Incorporate, if possible, the use of
traditional historic materials to
support or contain exterior building
lighting. Examples include cast iron,
or steel with baked enamel finish
painted to look like cast iron.
Lighting should be tailored to the
setting of the business. Colored
lighting schemes should be avoided
to retain relative harmony of building
lighting within the downtown area.

Street lights that reflect the
historic character of the
downtown area were
installed along Jamestown
in the winter of 2007 as a
part of the Main Street
Beautification Plan (left).
Photo 2007.
The lantern style lights
illuminate this storefront at
18258 Main Street (right).
Photo 2008
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DESIGN CRITERIA 10
Building Signage
Small well-designed signs attract the eye and are
supportive of existing local architectural character. Large,
garish, obtrusive signs may cause sensory overload. Welldesigned signs complement each other and attract attention
to the buildings and services or products they advertise.
Signs in the Historic Preservation District should be
pedestrian-oriented, both in size and shape and should be
placed under covered porches or walkways or under
canopies. Symbolic and historic three-dimensional signs,

such as barber shop poles, are
encouraged. Sign graphics should
be historically compatible.
All new signs and/or changes in
size, location, materials or copy of
existing signs shall be subject to the
attributes described and illustrated
on this and the following pages.
These attributes are desired by the
community.

The National Hotel at 18187 Main
Street was rebuilt in 1927 after
the original building built in
1859 was damaged by fire.
Photo 2008.

The use of
white or
clear, small
lights are
encouraged.

Small spot
lights hidden
from view
may be used
to illuminate
signs.

Accessory or copyrighted
signs (e.g., AAA, VISA,
Master Card, and Discover)
should not be displayed
outside but may be very small
and placed in a window or
displayed inside.
Suggested fonts to be used
for signage are provided on
the
following
pages.
Applications are not limited to
the eight fonts suggested,
however, the font selected
must be found similar to one
of the suggested fonts.
Any
temporary
electrical
power
and
lighting
installations
for
holiday
decorative lighting and similar
purposes shall only be used
for a maximum of 90-days.
Permanent installations of
decorative lighting may be
permitted through the Building
Permit process. All lighting
shall be well-maintained,
particularly during a holiday
season.
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•

Integrate the sign’s shape, size
and appearance with the exterior
forms, colors and materials of
the building.

•

Identifying symbols typical of the
trades being carried on are
desirable.

•

Signs should be made of wood,
metal or stone and include
unique symbols and characters
and should have a hand-painted
appearance

•

Signs fixed to a building should
be small and placed parallel to
the façade.

•

Plain wooden or painted signs
are typical of the Mother Lode
architectural style.

Signs should be
pedestrian-oriented under
a covered walkway or
porch, such as under this
covered walkway in the
front of the Pullman
Palace /J.B. Shore’s
Building at 18258 Main
Street. Photo 2007.

The height of new signs should not extend above the
roofline. Wherever façade canopies or marquees are
used, place building signage, if possible, below the
overhang. Signs should not project above the cornice or
building parapet line. All roof-mounted signs shall be
excluded from consideration.
•

A sign should not dominate the site or detract
from the building’s appearance.

•

Use sign shape, size and character similar to
those of the Mother Lode architectural style.

Simple signage
oriented
towards
pedestriantraffic, as well
as vehiculartraffic, is
encouraged.
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•

Signs for franchise businesses or corporate logos
should comply with the provisions of these Design
Guidelines.

Suggested Historical
Fonts:

•

Address numbers on glass doors
using historic era-style numbers are
encouraged. Building numbers are
encouraged to be brass in an
ornamental, appropriate font and
should not be counted towards total signage if displayed
separately and shall be as required by the County
Ordinance Code.

Bookman Old Style
abcdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz

•

Free-standing signs should
incorporate
style
and
materials
matching
the
building or business they
are identifying.

•

Banners across Main Street
shall be permitted only to
advertise civic events.

•

Banners on light fixtures
with a seasonable motif are
permitted.

ABCDEFGHIJKL
MNOPQRSTUVW
XYZ0123456789

Century Gothic

abcdefghijklmn
opqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXY
Z 0123456789
Copperplate Gothic
abcdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz

•

Plastic, interior lighted, and
neon “open” signs may be
allowed along the highway.

•

Plastic, neon, or interior
lighted signs are not
compatible with Mother
Lode architectural style in
the Historic District.

ABCDEFGHIJK
LMNOPQRSTU
VWXYZ
0123456789

Playbill
abcdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKL
MNOPQRSTUVWX
YZ0123456789
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•

•

Signs within windows and
window displays shall be
counted towards total signage
and shall be subject to the
provisions herein.
Spot lights to illuminate signs
shall be concealed and shall
be directed to light only the
sign.

Suggested Historical
Fonts:
Colonna MT

abcdefghijklmn
opqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKL
MNOPQRSTUVW
XYZ 0123456789
Monotype Corsiva

•

The colors of the signs shall complement, rather than
contrast, existing building colors.

•

All signs shall conform to the sign regulations in the
Tuolumne County Ordinance Code, Chapter 17.62.

•

No sign should be placed in a manner which would
detract from or conceal any architectural feature or
details of any building or historical site.

•

Signs with animated
or moving parts or
illuminated
by
moving, digital or
flashing lights shall
be prohibited.

abcdefghijklmnop
qrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKL
MNOPQRSTUVW
XYZ 0123456789

French Script/Linotype

abcdefghijklmno
pqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJK
LMNOPQRSTU
VWXYZ

0123456789
Old English Text
abcdefghijklmn
opqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJ
KLMNOPQRS
TUVWXY

0123456789
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DESIGN CRITERIA 11
Building Canopies & Awnings
Building canopies are exterior, linear, and rooflike building façade projections located on or
projecting out from between the first and second
floors of a building, and supported by wood, cast
iron, or steel columns, chains or posts. A typical
building façade canopy provides shelter for
pedestrians along street and parking lot frontages
and rear entryways.
The building façade canopies or marquees serve
a variety of practical purposes. They provide
shade from the sun for pedestrians and shoppers; they
protect storefront windows from excessive heat gains; they
protect people from rain and snow and other consequences
of nature; and they create a comfortably scaled attractive
main entrance for many business establishments.
Building façade canopies also constitute a strong visual and
cultural link with the historic past of the community. Even as
they are practical today, they made great sense to the early
settlers in the days when Main Street occasionally became
mud covered, water soaked, and difficult for pedestrians. A
building extension into the street, in the form of a raised
pedestrian sidewalk and a canopy to keep out the elements
was not only logical but necessary to maintain business and
social activity.

The Congdon Building at 18201
Main Street was built in 1915.
Photo 2007.

Use materials in the construction of
canopies which are practical, and
which clearly reflect the historic
visual and cultural character of the
community. Examples include wood
timbers and posts, or cast iron
posts with wood or sheet steel
roofing. Avoid the use of shiny
metals.

Introduce projected building canopies above
the first story on façades, wherever feasible
in particular along major street frontages.
Where adjacent building façades already
provide canopies, maintain a relative
uniformity of top and bottom canopy height in
order to not disrupt the visual flow for
pedestrians. Also maintain enough clear
distance from curb side to the edge of the
canopy posts or columns (in the sidewalk) so
that car doors can open freely, car bumpers
will not damage canopy supports, and trucks
can unload.

The sidewalk on the west side of Main
Street facing south, in front of the
Marliani Building. Photo 2007.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 12
Landscaping
Plants can create an inviting setting, slowing
the pace of day-to-day activities by
encouraging visitors to stop and stroll along
Main Street. Using a variety of plants within
landscaping is encouraged to enhance the
setting and to soften the space between
buildings and adjacent pedestrian and
vehicular travel ways. Effective landscaping
can provide many functional uses such as the creation of
shade, the buffering of active pedestrian areas from streets
and parking lots, and the screening of unsightly
development. Landscaping along a road way can connect
adjacent buildings as effectively as physically connecting
the buildings, but in a more visually pleasing way by adding
a wide variety of color, shapes and textures.
The
following
landscape
criteria
are
important
considerations in the imaginative and effective use of
landscaping:
•

•

Native vegetation and tolerant species are encouraged
due to their adaptability to the climate in Jamestown. A
comprehensive list of recommended plant material is
available at the Tuolumne County Community
Development Department. The extensive use of grass
lawns is discouraged because of the high water need.
“Autumn Glory” Red Maple, Crape Myrtle, Raywood
Ash, and the Tulip tree are the preferred species for use
as street trees along Main Street and are encouraged
throughout the Jamestown Planning Area.

The Fowler-Morenga House
garden at 18145 Main Street.
Photo 2008.

The Carboni House and garden at
18190 Main Street was built in late
1870. Photo 2007.

Street Trees on Main
Street
“Autumn Glory” Red Maple (Acer
rubrum)
Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia)
Tulip Tree (Liriodendron Tulipfera)
Raywood Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa)

Street Trees on Highway
American Sweetgum (Liquidambar
styraciflua)
“Autumn Glory” Red Maple (Acer
rubrum)
Chinese Pistache (Pistachia chinensis)
Cottonless Cottonwood (Populus
fremontii)

Trees
Catalpa
Chinese Evergreen Elm (Ulmus
parvifolia)
Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia)
Deodar Cedar (Cedrus deodara)
Gingko
Hawthorn (Crataegus)
Mountain Ash (Sorbus)
Oak (Quercus)
Redbud (Cercis canadensis)
Southern Magnolia (M. grandiflora
“Majestic Beauty”)
Sycamore (Platanus)
Purple Robe Locust (Robinia ambigua)
Rose Acacia
Tamarix
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Vines
Honeysuckle (Lonicera)
Trumpet Vine (Campsis)
Wisteria
Ivy (afternoon shade)

Shrubs
•

Carefully locate street trees and shrub plantings within
the downtown area to buffer and separate walkways
from traffic and residential areas, create shade where
needed for pedestrians, establish more clearly defined
pedestrian use areas, cleanse the air and provide
habitat for wildlife

•

Establish canopy trees to provide shade for parked cars.
Planting trees in parking lot islands will reduce heat
gain.

•

Highlight important architectural features and buildings
by the use of distinctive landscaping.

•

Frame and edge buildings with appropriate types of
plant material to soften the hardness of the buildings,
structures and roadways. In cases where in-ground
planting is not feasible, planting boxes, containers, and
window boxes and hanging baskets are encouraged.

•

Planting flowering vines to grow on porches, posts,
archways and railings is encouraged. Plantings on brick
and stucco buildings are discouraged because of the
potential damage to the mortar.

•

The retention of existing mature landscape plants is
encouraged.

•

Integrating plants commonly used during Gold Rush
times in landscape plans will enhance the historic
character of Jamestown.

Bulbs
Canna ● Crocus
Daffodil/Narcissus ● Daylily (Hemerocallis)
Easter Lily ● Gladiola
Iris ● Lily of the Nile
Ranunculus ● (Agapanthus)
Tulips

Boxleaf Honeysuckle (Lonicera
nitida)
Boxwood (Buxus)
Camellia (afternoon shade)
Rockrose (Cistus)
Cotoneaster
Deutzia
Escallonia
Flowering Quince
(Chaenanomeles)
Forsythia
Lilac
Mock Orange (afternoon shade)
Oregon Grape Holly
Rose of Sharon
Rosemary
Snowball (Viburnum)
Spiraea
Peony (afternoon shade)
Weigela

Flowers
Aptenia
Black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia)
Daisy
Delphinium (afternoon shade)
Lavender (Lavendula)
Mums (Chrysanthemums)
Pansy
Petunia
Primrose (afternoon shade)
Roses (old varieties)
Snapdragons
Sweet peas
Thyme
Verbena
Vinca minor
Violets
Yarrow (Achillea)
Zinnias
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DESIGN CRITERIA 13
Fences, Walls and Walks
Walks were generally covered by porches and were of
wood plank, brick and stone. Concrete walks should be
made to simulate wood, stone or brick, such as stamped
concrete. Sidewalks were commonly made of wood and
brick, however the use of pressed/stamped and stained
concrete is acceptable.
Residential area fences were most commonly picket
fences, often painted white. Decorative metal fences were
used in residential areas as well as around churches,
community halls, and public buildings.
Natural rock walls,
as well as rock
facing
on
block
walls, is encouraged.
Genuine used brick
is preferred over new
brick for fences,
walks and walls.

Examples of
stained/stamped
concrete

Chain link fencing is discouraged. However, temporary
chain link fencing may be used to secure a construction site
for the duration of construction.
Six foot high plank/dogeared fences may be
considered on a case-bycase basis, as long as the
fence does not front on a
street
or
right-of-way.
Plywood
signs
for
construction are discouraged.

Below: A variety of fencing styles.

Nostalgic wire fencing
is encouraged.

The combination
of four foot fencing
with lattice or wire
mesh above is
encouraged. The
use
of
lattice
fencing may be
placed
perpendicular
to
the street.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 14
Historical Equipment
The use of antique agricultural, mining, timber, and rail
equipment displays are encouraged to enhance
developments and reflect the historic character of
Jamestown.
Artifacts can be integrated
with street furniture to
create interesting plazas.
Artifacts
are
also
encouraged
to
be
incorporated with signage.
Weather resistant plaques
displaying historic
information about the
artifacts are encouraged.

Artifacts,
preferably
of
local
significance/use such as wagons,
trappings, sawmill equipment, and
early day tools, can also be
displayed indoors and out to create
interest.

DESIGN CRITERIA 15
Parking and Service
Parking areas, service parking, and community
facilities relate to each other, to adjacent
developments, and to the community as a whole.
Important, if not critical, design considerations are: how
existing and proposed structures and groups of
structures are served by off-street parking and service
areas, and how the various systems work and relate to
development and land use patterns. The existing
character of any historic community can be either
supported or enhanced by carefully
planned off-street parking and service
areas, or negatively impacted by
disorganized, poorly located, or overly
ambitious facilities.
The following considerations provide a
flexible
framework
within
which
improvements can be carried out, the
result of which truly reflects the strong
need for easy access and efficiency in
the Historic Preservation District.
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Parking
•

Locate major off-street parking facilities, where possible,
to the rear of downtown commercial buildings. Clearly
separate parking areas from shopping street frontage
and from areas of intense pedestrian activity.

•

Accommodate a large number of cars by the use of a
series of separated lots and/or structures, rather than
one or two large facilities. Maximize traffic island
landscaping in and adjacent to all off-street parking
areas.

•

Use parking garage structures to meet the need for
increased parking demands. Keep the size of parking
structures in approximate conformance with adjacent
building size, proportion and design.

•

Allow for safe and unencumbered pedestrian and
wheelchair movement through parking lots and access
roads with the use of raised (or delineated) landscaped
walkways. Also utilize pedestrian walkways to permit the
establishment of attractive and accessible rear store
entries and entry plazas plus open or enclosed
walkways to shopping streets and commercial frontage
areas.

•

Use both pedestrian walkway and vehicular lighting
standards to illuminate off-street parking areas,
walkways and alleys at night.

Paved Parking Area

The stamped concrete
sidewalk above along Main
Street is bordered by a wide
planting bed featuring trees,
shrubs and groundcovers, as
well as decorative rock.
Photo 2008.

Planting Beds

Walkway

.

In areas where parking lot paving abuts the sidewalk, in-ground planters can be used to partially
screen parking areas and provide shade to both pedestrians and parked vehicles.
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Community Facilities
Parks, playgrounds, libraries, and parking areas play an
integral role in the daily operation of a business district as
well as help to develop and nurture a healthy and active
community. The design of these facilities shall be
compatible with the historical integrity of the community.

Above: The playground at
Rocca Park. Photo 2008.

Below: The gazebo at
Rocca Park. Photo 2007.

Train rides (above)
and the depot (below)
at the Railtown 1897
State Historic Park.

Right: The Community Hall
and the Community Service
Unit of the Sheriff’s Office are
located in the Klein and Baum
Building built in 1915 at 18250
Main Street. Photo 2007.
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DESIGN CRITERIA 16
Architectural Details
Historic Mother Lode architectural style and
construction detailing reflects a long standing,
important visual and cultural tradition in Tuolumne
County. Many vintage buildings still clearly exhibit a
truly unique and eclectic local character based on
the life styles, construction techniques and materials
common to the late 19th and early 20th century.
New buildings and modifications to existing
buildings, should continue this commitment to local
architectural history and respect these dominant
existing architectural patterns and themes.
The historic elements which could most easily be
incorporated into new or renovated building design
include the following:
•

The use of traditional building materials for
building exteriors such as brick, wood siding, or
plaster over wood, concrete or stone.

•

The use of traditional wood sash window or door
detailing with small pane glass windows set in lead or
wood mullions. Modern, energy-efficient windows are
also available with simulated mullions.

•

The porch above utilizes many
architectural details desired within
the community. Photo 2008.

•

The incorporation of pedestrian
canopies and marquees into
building façade design.

•

The use of traditional wood
doorway detailing with timber or
stone lintels, and fire proof,
metal doors.

•

The use of balconies and/or
porches
whenever
possible
using appropriate traditional
materials in construction. Where
traditional materials, such as
wood, may pose a fire hazard,
materials that simulate natural
materials are encouraged.

•

The use of selected common
façade and roof details, where
appropriate, enhance the overall
character of the building and
maintain relative harmony with
adjacent historic buildings.

The use of iron or wood window shutters on iron hinges.

The use of historic or traditional
doors is encouraged.
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Glossary of Architectural Terms
Awning – A roof-like covering of canvas or other material,
often adjustable, extending in front of a doorway or window,
or over a deck to provide protection against the sun, rain,
and wind.

Balcony/Gallery – A balcony or upper story projection
supported from the building façade and with columns or
posts to ground level.

Balcony/Gallery

Baluster – A short, upright column or a turned or
rectangular post supporting a railing or forming part of a
balustrade.

Balustrade – A row of balusters and the railing connecting
them; used as a stair rail and also above the cornice on the
outside of a building

Baluster and Balustrade

Bargeboard

Bargeboard – A projecting board, often decorated, that
acts as trim to cover the ends of a structure or building
where a pitched roof overhangs a gable.

Base – The lowest part of a column, wider than the shaft.
(See illustration on the next page)
Brackets

Bay – An outward projection of a wall with windows, or a
division in a wall seen as space between piers or columns.

Bracket – A supporting member for a projecting element or
shelf, sometimes as a solid piece or a triangular truss.

Canopy

Canopy – A fixed, roof-like covering that extends from the
building as protection from the sun and rain; often
supported by wood, cast iron, or steel columns or posts.
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Capital – The upper part of a column, pilaster or pier.

Capital

Column

Column – A relatively slender, vertical structural member
designed primarily to support a porch, portico or roofline,
typically consisting of a base, a shaft and a capital.

Shaft

Cornice – The exterior detail at the meeting of a wall and a
roof overhang; a decorative molding at the intersection of
wall and a ceiling; the uppermost section of an entrance.
Base

Dentils – Alternate square block and blank spaces on a
cornice or portico that gives the appearance of teeth.

Cornice

Eave – The underside of a sloping roof projecting beyond
the wall of a building.

Façade – The front or principal face of a building, any side
of a building that faces a street or other open space;
sometimes distinguished from the other faces by
elaboration or architectural or ornamental details.

Fronts –A vertical extension of a building façade above roof
line, to add visual height.

Eave

Gable – The vertical triangular shape at the end of a
building, created by the angle of a pitched roof with two
sides.
Gable Roof
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Hipped Roof – A roof with four uniformly pitched or sloped
ends and sides which rise from all four sides of a building.

Lintel – The horizontal structural or ornamental member
above an opening, typically a door or window, which
supports the wall above the façade opening; often of stone
or wood.

Hipped Roof

Lintel

Marquee – Same as a canopy except that marquees are
usually constructed of canvas with steel or aluminum
supports, and cover less area than a full canopy.

Mullions – The divisional pieces in a multi-paned window.

Parapet

Parapet –An upward extension of a building wall above the
roofline, sometimes ornamented and sometimes plain, used
to give a building a greater feeling of height or a better
sense of proportion; a railing or retaining wall along the
edge of a roof, porch, balcony or terrace.

Pediment – The triangular section framed by a horizontal
molding on its base and two sloping moldings on each of its
sides; usually used as a crowning member for doors,
windows and mantles.

Pediment

Pier – A solid masonry support, as distinct from a column,
either free-standing or part of a wall.

Porch – A building projection located at first floor entry or
exit level; an extended exterior first floor design to facilitate
easy entry and exit, and to accommodate occasional
recreational use; usually covered with a canopy or portico.

Pier
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Portico – A porch having a roof supported by columns,
piers or posts, often leading to the entrance of a building.

Ridge – The highest line of a roof where two sloping
surfaces come together.

Portico

Sash – The frame which holds window panes, and forms
the movable part of the window that slides up or down.

Shutter – A rectangular wood or cast iron piece set on
hinges and used to cover a window or door. Historically
used for security or to protect window or door openings
from natural elements.

Shutter

String Course – A continuous projecting horizontal band
on a building façade usually made of molding (wood or
plaster) or masonry.

String Course

Wood Frame – A building constructed with structural wood
timber supports, and bracing, with or without a wood board
façade covering.
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